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Art. I. Presbyterians in the latter part of the Seventeenth Century. 


1. Some remarkable passages in the life and death of Alexander Peden and others. 
By Patrick Walker. 

2. Informatory Vindication, &c., New-York, 1837. 

3. A Collection of Prefaces, Lectures and Sermons. By James Renwick. 

The character of true christians is uniformly the same in every age. 
They have all the same glorious pattern to follow, and the same un- 
erring rule—the bible—to guide their conduct in every vicissitude. 

But there are many duties which may be required of them in one age 
which are not incumbent on them in another. The external circum- 
stances of the church are continually changing. New errors are 
constantly arising, and old ones assuming new shapes. This should 
not be a matter of discouragement to us, but should rather teach 
us to depend with confidence alone on the Head of the church for coun- 
sel and direction. Is there something peculiar in our circumstances? 
Are we perplexed to know how we should act at any time, finding nothing 
parallel to our case in the history of the church, and not knowing to 
which of the saints to turn? ‘Then let our prayer be to Him who is ex- 
cellent in counsel. “ Order my steps in thy word.”—“ Give me under- 
standing according to thy word.” Let us pray that he would raise up 
“men that have understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought 
to do ;” and that he would establish and make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth. 

In reviewing the history of the church in the earlier part of this centu- 
ry, we have seen that it attained a great degree of reformation in doc- 
trine and manners; that, if we except the primitive, or first age of the 
church—no other can be compared to what has been called the Second 
Reformation of the Church of Scotland. Though the true church has 
always maintained the truths of Christ, and though Christ has always 
had a seed to do him service, yet for a long time the woman who had fled 
into the wilderness from the face of the dragon, was apparently only 
kept alive, she did not flourish. The knowledge of many truths seems 
to have been entirely lost to the great body of what was called the 
Christian Church, and with the exception of a very few hidden ones, as 
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we may denominate the Waldenses and Albigenses—those who pro- 
fessed to adhere to the religion of Jesus, had lost one distinguishing 
mark of being the spouse of Christ. They did not receive Jehovah 
alone as their Judge, and Lawgiver, and as their King.* Nor did they 
trust to that Lawgiver alone for salvation. 

We were led to these reflections from reading the first book at the 
head of this article. Jt presents to our view many of the peculiar traits 
of the character of those who nobly contended for the truths of God’s 
word against so much opposition and oppression. 

The writer was himself a sufferer in what was called the twenty- 
eight years of persecution—having been long confined in prison, where 
he had an excellent opportunity of becoming acquaipted with some of 
the most remarkable sufferers in his time. 

From the circumstance of the author’s being almost wholly unlettered, 
his book is unconnected in its contents, he writes down every thing just 
as it comes into his head—which he deems important to the cause of 
truth without regard to order orconnection. But the very blemishes 
and eccentricities of the book make it more valuable; it may be taken as 
a specimen of the language and spirit common to the strict Presbyte- 
rian laity in the period in which the author lived. 

The history of these trying times to the church—which was so emi- 
nently a time in which the witnesses were killed, may be gathered both 
from the works of those who were friendly and those who were un- 
friendly to the more strict Presbyterians who suffered so severely. For 
a brief and general narrative of the troubles of these times, we refer the 
reader to “A Review of the first series of the Tates or My Lanp- 
Lor,” by Dr. M’Crie. Rel. Mon., vol. 9. p. 658. 

We will not attempt to describe the dreadful sufferings endured by 
the Presbyterians in this period, from the tyranny of their oppressors. 
They are matter of history—as far as they can be described—though 
none can know the extent of their sufferings, save He who puts the 
tears of his people into his bottle, and records them in his book.t That 
which is denominated the Church of England has the stain of ‘this per- 
secution on her history—which cannot be wiped off, and which, if she 
were otherwise pure, will cause her one day to tremble and totter from 
the establishment on which she rests. 

In the “ Remarkable Passages,” in the life of Mr. Cameron, Peden 
and others, the author endeavors to vindicate the character of these men 
from the obloquy which, after their death, was cast on their names by 
some who pretended to be their followers, and who were distinguished 
by their left hand errors, or right hand extremes. 

The Presbyterians of this period, were, in the providence ot God, 
called to testify in a particular manner to the truth, that Christ alone is 
King and Head of the Church, excluding the State from any jurisdic- 
tion over her as a church; and, secondly, to the truth intimately con- 
nected with this, that Jehovah alone is her Lawgiver, that it is to his 
word alone—the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testament—that 
we are bound to yield obedience, and not to the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men—that those who assume the right to impose rites 
and ceremonies on the consciences of men, have departed from the faith 
—that to yield obedience to rites and ceremonies so imposed—would 
be the receiving of one mark of the beast. 





* Isaiah xxxiii. 22. t James iv. 12. t Psal. lvi. 8. 
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For testifying to these truths, Guthrie, Cameron, Renwick, and a host 
of worthies, suffered the same persecutions which the Old Testament 
saints are described as having suflered—they were tortured, had trials 
of cruel mockings and scourgings—of bonds and imprisonments—they 
were destitute, afflicted, tormented; they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.* And they at last suf- 
fered death for them. 

It is not surprising, that some good people should, at a time when 
they were suffering so severely from the oppression of a despotic civil 
power, run to the extreme of refusing to own any as lawful rulers over 
them, even in civil matters, who were not of the same religious princi- 
ples as they themselves—* Oppression maketh a wise man mad.” The 
sentiment, that christians owe no subjection to unchristian rulers, took 
its rise in this period; and has since been maintained by a portion of 
the church which has retained a high veneration for the martyrs of this 
period. Mr. Walker shows conclusively that this sentiment was not 
held by Cameron or Renwick. They refused obedience to the civil ru- 
lers because of their tyranny. They were not believers in the divine 
right of kings, to do whatever they pleased—but believed it right to de- 
fend themselves by the means which Providence had put in their power 
from the encroachments of arbitrary despotism on their civil and reli- 
gious liberty. 

The following is an extract from Mr. Cameron’s life : 

“ At this meeting [an Erastian meeting of the indulged and the not 
indulged ministers in Edinburgh] they prevailed with Mr. Cameron to 
give his promise for a short set time to forbear such explicit preaching 
against the indulgence, and separation from the indulged, which lay 
heavy upon him afterwards; which I shail touch, if the Lord will. And 
it was not these that sat in the Presbytery that so prevailed with him; 
but others, who would not sit with them upon that design, who pretended 
to be as much against the indulged as he was, who overcame him.—After 
the giving of that weary promise, finding himself bound up by the vir- 
tue thereof from declaring the whole counsel of God, he turned melan- 
choly ; and to get the definite time of that unhappy promise spent, in 
the end of the year 1678, he went to Holland, not knowing what work 
the Lord had to do with him there, and to converse with Mr. M’ Ward, 
and others of our banished worthies, where he was in the time of that 
lamentable stroke at Bothwell-bridge, when the Lord’s people fell and 
fled before these devouring enemies. His private converse and exer- 
cises in families, but especially his public in the Scott’s Kirk, at Rotter- 
dam, were very na a to many souls, where he was very pressing 
and earnest to draw souls to Christ, from that text *‘Come unto me all 
ye that are weary,” &c., and he was most satisfying to Mr. Brown, 
M’ Ward, and others, who had been misinformed by the indulged and luke- 
warm, that he could preach nothing, but babble against the indulgence, 
and cess-paying; but there he touched none of these except in prayer, 
lamenting over the lamentable case of Scotland, by tyranny and defec- 
tions. Shortly thereafter there was an indemnity proclaimed, with the 
grant of the third indulgence, with the cautionary bond, for every pa- 

rish to call what minister they pleased, binding themselves, that what 
minister they called should walk orderly, and live peaceably, and de- 
liver them up when called for, under the penalty of six thousand merks, 
which famous Mr. Brown, then in Holland, wrote against, discovering 








* Heb. xi. 36—38. 
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the sin and snare of this bargaining with the enemy, called the ‘Ban- 
ders Disbanded ;? which book is extantin the hand of some. But this 
indemnity lasted but one month, and in this month [August] the field 
ministers met at Edinburgh, wherein the greater part of them complied, 
and agreed to accept of that indulgence, and to preach no more in the 
fields, or keep up the public standard of the gospel,nor license or ordain any 
that would do it, with other instructions and restrictions; against which 
Mr. M’Ward wrote plainly, now published to the world. Upon the 
14th day of this month of August, when the greater part of ministers 
were making peace with their enemies, the never to be forgotten and 
faithful unto the death ministers and martyrs, King and Kid, were butch- 
ered at the cross of Edinburgh ; their heads and hands were hashed off 
by the common hangman, with his bloody gully, and set up before sun 
and moon, upon Hetherbow-port to be gazing stocks to the world. 

In this melancholy hour and power of darkness, when the public, 
faithful, free preaching of the gospel was given over, and the public 
standard thereof deserted in Scotland, Mr. M’Ward said to Mr. Came- 
ron, ‘ Richard, the public standard of the gospel is fallen in Scotland ; 
and if I know any thing of the mind of the Lord, you are called to un- 
dergo your trials before us and go home and lift up the fallen standard, 
and display it publicly before the world; but before ye put your hand 
to it, go to as many of the field preachers, (for then they were so called,) 
as ye can find, and give them your hearty invitations to go with you; 
and if they will not go, then go alone, and the Lord will go with you.’ 
Accordingly when the day of his ordination came, which was performed 
by Mr. M’ Ward, Brown, and Coulman, a Dutch minister, whose piety 
and zeal, and faithfulness, the world has heard of. When their hands 
were off his head, M’ Ward, continued his hand, and cried out, Behold, 
all ye beholders, here is the head of a faithful minister, and servant of 
Jesus Christ, who shall lose the same for his master’s interest, and shall 
be set up before sun and moon in the public view of the world.” 

Mr. Cameron came to Scotland in the beginning of the year 1680, 
and spent some time in going from minister to minister, of those who 
formerly kept up the public standard of the gospel, but all in vain, none 
of them would go with him, except Mr. Cargill and Mr. Thomas Doug- 
lass who came together and kept a public fast-day, in Darmied muirs, 
betwixt Clidsdale and Lothian. One of the chief causes was the reception 
of the Duke of York, in Scotland, a sworn vassal of anti-christ, with all 
the evidences of joy and rejoicing, when he was rejected in England 
and other places. — 

The last night that he was in the world, he was in the house of 
William Mitchell, in Meadow-head, at the water of Ayr. About forty 
foot and twenty horse being in the fields stayed with him that week, 
being in doubts whether to stay together and to defend themselves from 
the fury of the enemy, or to disperse and shift for themselves in glens, 
and caves, and not appear: but when going and coming from following 
and hearing the gospel, there is a foolish story handed down, that that 
handful was divided among themselves, this is false; they were of one 
heart and soul, their company and converse being so edifying and sweet, 
and having no certain dwelling-place, they stayed together, waiting for 
further light in that non-such juncture of time. There is a daughter of 
that William Mitchell's aforesaid, now an old woman, living in Edin- 
burgh, who told me again and again, that she gave him water to wash 
his hands the last morning of his life: and when he dried his face and 
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hands with a towel, he lvoked at his hands, and laid them on his face, 
and said, ‘ This is their last washing, I have need to make them clean 
for many are to see them.’ Her mother wept; he said, ‘ Weep not for 
me, but for yourself and your’s, and for the sins of a sinful land; for 
ye have many melancholy, sorrowful, weary days before you.’ 

Bruce of Earlshall, that wicked and violent persecutor, having got 
the command of Lord Airley’s troops, and Strachan’s dragoons, was in 
search for him and them; Sir John Cochran of Ochiltree gave them 
notice where they were to be found; accordingly at four o’clock in the 
afternoon, they came upon them in great haste and fury, lying on the 
east end of Airdsmass, a very desert place. When they saw the enemy 
so near, and no escaping, they gathered close about him; when he 
prayed a short word, and had these expressions three times, ‘Lord 
spare the green and take the ripe.’ When ended he said to his brother 
Michael, ‘ come let us fight it out to the last: for this is the day that I 
have longed for, and the death that I have prayed for, to die fighting 
against our Lord’s avowed enemies ; and this is the day that we will 
get the crown.’ And to the rest he said, ‘ be encouraged, all of you to 
fight it out valiantly; for all of you that shall fall this day, I see heaj 
ven’s gates opened to receive them.’ John Patten, who suffered with 
Archibald Stewart, the first of December thereafter, whose heads 
were fixed upon the West-port, related this ; and some of my very dear 
intimate acquaintances, who wept thereafter, that they died not then 
that day, for they were afraid that they would never be in such a case 
to meet with death. And these eight that died with him on the spot 
were ripe and longing for that day and death.” P. 169. 

We have ina former paper animadverted, on the opinion now preva- 
lent, that it is in no case justifiable, or proper, to defend our of sted 
principles by the sword. Some persons seem to view the conduct of 
Cameron and his associates, in much the same light in which they do 
that of Mahomet and his followers ; if the persecuted Presbyterians 
were influenced by the same spirit which actuated the false prophet, 
then indeed they could not have had the spirit of christianity; for no 
two spirits could be more widely different. But why—except for the 
sake of contrasting—need we compare the conduct of the zealot—who, 
not content with having the liberty of making whatever profession of 
faith he pleases—would also compel all others, at the point of the sword, 
to make the same profession; who supposes, that the more successful 
he is in destroying persons of an obnoxious faith—the greater will be 
his reward in heaven. Why need we compare such a one with him 
who suffers all others to enjoy the privilege of believing as they please, 
without molestation, and who, when he is denied the like mo F cosa 
when he is persecuted for his religious opinions, takes joyfully the spoil- 
ing of his goods, rather than injure others by defending them ; who will 
endure hunger and nakedness, banishment or imprisonment, without 
raising his arm against his oppressors, and who can only be driven to 
use the physical strength and means which God has placed in his pow- 
er, when his life, or that of his friends is in danger? That it is justi- 
fiable to defend our lives, has been admitted by all religious denomina- 
tions, with the exception of two or three. But whatever others may 
think of the conduct of our Presbyterian forefathers in this respect, for 
ourselves, let us but know that in similar circumstances we shall be ani- 
mated by the same feeling which prompted them so nobly to defend 
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their civil and religious liberty, and we shall not be very solicitous to ob- 
tain the approbation of the world. 

But the charge of enthusiasm, has been brought against the charac- 
ter of the persons we have been noticing, because of their attempting 
to prophesy or utter predictions. ‘This charge, next to the one that 
they were of a persecuting and intolerant spirit, is most frequently in 
the mouths of those who are eloquent in their abuse of the reformers. 
Perhaps we cannot answer this objection to their character better than 
in the words of a late writer, when defending Knox from a similar 
charge; as his remarks willin general be applicable to those who after- 
wards adhered to the doctrines of the reformation, under so much op- 
position and oppression. ‘ Let us,’’ says M’Crie in his Life of Knox, 
‘examine the grounds of this accusation alittle. Jt is proper to hear 
his (Knox’s) own statement of the grounds upon which he proceeded in 
many of those warnings which have been denominated predictions. 
Having in one of his treatises, denounced the judgments to which the 
inhabitants of England exposed themselves by renouncing the gospel, 
and returning to idolatry he gives the following explication of the war- 
rant which he had for his threatenings. ‘ You would know the grounds 
of my certainty. God grant that hearing them, you may understand, 
and steadfastly believe the same. My assurances are not the marvelles 
of Merlin, nor yet the dark sentences of profane prophecies ; but the 
plain truth of God’s word, the invincible justice of the everlasting God, 
and the ordinary course of his punishments and plagues from the begin- 
ning are my assurance and grounds; God’s word threateneth destruc- 
tion to all disobedient; his immutable justice must require the same ; 
the ordinary punishments and plagues shew us examples. What man 
then can cease to prophesy?’* We find him expressing himself in a 
similar way in his defences of the threatenings which he uttered against 
those who had been guilty of the murder of king Heary and the regent 
Murray. He refused that he had spoken ‘as one that entered into the 
secret counsel of God ;’ and insisted that he had merely declared the 
judgment which was pronounced in the divine law.t In so far then his 
threatenings, or predictions (for so he repeatedly called them) do not 
stand in need of an apology. 

There are, however, several of his sayings which cannot be vindi- 
cated upon these principles, and which he himself rested upon different 
grounds. Of this ground were the assurance which he expressed, from 
the beginning of the Scottish troubles, that the cause of the congrega- 
tion would ultimately prevail; his confident hope of again preaching in 
his native country, and at St. Andrews, avowed by him during his im- 
prisonment on board of the French galleys, and frequently repeated 
during his exile; with the intimations which he gave respecting the 
death of Thomas Maitland, and Kirkaldy of Grange. It cannot be de- 
nied that his cotemporaries considered these as proceeding from a pro- 
phetic spirit, and have attested that they received an exact accomplish- 
ment. The most easy way of getting rid of this delicate question is, 
by dismissing it at once, and summarily pronouncing that all pretentions 
to extraordinary premonitions, since the completing of the cannon of 
inspiration, are unwarranted, that they ought, without examination, to 
be discarded, and treated as fanciful and visionary, Nor would this fix 
any peculiar imputation on the character or talents of the Reformer, 





* Letter to the faithful in London, Newcastle and Berwick. t Bannatyne. 
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when it is considered that the most learned persons of that age were 
under the influence of a still greater weakness, and strongly addicted to 
the belief of judicial astrology. But I doubt much if this method of de- 
termining the question would be consistent with doing justice to the 
subject. I cannot propose to enter into it in this place, and must con- 
fine myself to a few general observations. On the one hand the dispo- 
sition which mankind discover to pry into the secrets of futurity, has 
always been accompanied with much credulity, and superstition; and 
it cannot be denied, that, the age in which our Reformer lived was 
prone to credit the marvellous, especially as to the infliction of divine 
judgments upon individuals. On the other hand the great danger of 
running into scepticism, and of Jaying down general principles which 
may lead us obstinately to contest the truth of the best authenticated 
facts, and even to limit the spirit of God, and the operation of his provi- 
dence. This is an extreme to which the present age inclines. That 
there have been instances of persons having presewtiments and premo- 
nitions as to events that happened to themselves and others, there 
is, | think, the best reason to believe. The esprits forts, who laugh at 
vulgar credulity, and exert their ingenuity in accounting for such phe- 
nomenon upon ordinary principles, have been exceedingly puzzled with 
these, a great deal more puzzled than they have confessed ; and the so- 
lutions which they have given are, in some instances, as mysterious as 
any thing included in the intervention of superior spirits, or divine inti- 
mations.* The canon of our faith is contained in the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament; we must not look to impressions or new re- 
velations, as the rule of our duty ; but that God may on particular oc- 
casions, forewarn persons of some things that shall happen, to testify 
his approbation of them, to encourage them, to confide in him in pecu- 
liar circumstances, or for other useful purposes, is not, I think, inconsis- 
tent with the principles of either natural or revealed religion. If this 
is enthusiasm, it is an enthusiasm, into which some of the most enlight- 
ened and sober men, in modern as well as ancient times have fallen. 
Some of our Reformers were men of singular piety; they ‘walked 
with God ;” they were ‘instant in prayer;’ they were exposed to un- 
common opposition, and had uncommon services to perform; they were 
endued with extraordinary gifts, and, I am inclined to believe, were oc- 
casionally favored with extraordinary premonitions, with respect to 
certain events which concerned themselves, other individuals, or the 
church in general. But whatever intimations of this kind they enjoyed, 
they did not rest the authority of their mission upon them, nor appeal to 
them as constituting any part of the evidences of those doctrines which 
they preached to the world.”{ Perhaps what Osborn says of an ap- 
pearance of sanctity may be applied to such impulses or anticipations 
as these: Do not wholly slight them, because they may be true; but do 


not easily trust them, because they may be false.§ 





* Bayle says, that dreams contain infinitely less mystery than the multitude believe, and 
a little more than sceptics believe; and that those who reject them wholly, give reason 
either to suspect their sincerity or to charge them with prejudice, and incapacity to judge 
the force of evidence. he 

t ** Setting aside these sorts of divination as extremely suspicious (says a modern author 
not addicted to enthusiastic notions) there remain predictions by dreams, and by sudden 
impulses, upon persons who were not of the fraternity of impostors ; these were allowed tu 
be sometimes preternatural, by many of the learned pagans, and cannot, I think be dis- 
proved, and should not be totally rejected.” Dr. Jortin’s Remarks on Ecclesiastical His- 


tory. Vol. 1, p. 93. we 
t Life of John Knox, by Dr. M’Crie. P. 393. § Dr. Johnson. 
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We think it need not be wondered at, if in some instances the “ Pres- 
byterian preachers and the people who faithfully and generously ad- 
hered to them, after being driven out of society, hunted from place to 
place, obliged to assemble on mountains, and to seek refuge in caves 
and dens of the earth, had unlearned in a great degree the ordinary 
habits of men, and almost forgotten to speak the common language of 
their contemporaries ; or if the scene with which they were surrounded 
had imparted to their minds a high degree of enthusiasm, or even of 
fierceness.” But that such was the case we can only gather from the 
writing of those who hated and opposed all religion, or the doctrines of 
the Presbyterians in particular. 

The Collection of Prefaces, Lectures and Sermons of James Renwick, 
is conclusive evidence, if we had no other, of the sterling piety and 
good native sense of the author; especially when we take into consi- 
deration the unpropitious circumstances in which they were studied, 
delivered, and afterwards collected together and published. His ex- 
treme youth too, may raise our admiration, not only at his faithfulness 
and constancy, but also at the evidences of thought and vigor which ap- 
pear in his writings which time has transmitted to us; for he was be- 
headed when he was but twenty-six years old. From the history of 
his life we gather that most of his Sermons were preached in fields and 
solitary places, often in the night. His Sermons which are collected 
were written down by some of his hearers as they were preached, and 
afterwards transcribed and dispersed among others; and this is certainly 
a great disadvantage in their publication, that they are neither written 
nor revised by his own hand.* 


A practice seems to have prevailed in these times, of giving a short 
lecture or introduction to public worship, in order to solemnize the minds 
of the people; this was not as lectures generally signify with us; an 
explanation of some particular portion of scripture. One of these pre- 
faces we shall subjoin—not having room as we hoped to have, for any 
thing longer. 


“ My friends, you have need to know what is your errand here this 
time; for there are many things that call to it: 

First, The authority of God that calls to it; for he has said, Seek ye 
me and ye shall live. 1 say, the authority of heaven calls you to know 
this, what you are seeking, O Sirs! greatness, goodness, and meek- 
ness, all meet in him, who hath said this, Seek ye me and ye shall live ; 
and therefore you are called by his authority to know what you are 
seeking, 

Second, The certainty of judgment calls you to know what is your 
errand here; because, at that day, this will be one of the inter- 
rogations that will be required at you, man and womar, what were you 
seeking such a day or time, and at such an occasion? ©! then, see to 
it how you will answer to the Great Judge, when he asks the question. 

Third, The difficulties in the way of your coming here—at the 
hazard of your lives—this calls you to know what you are seeking, in 
your going and coming such errands. O! surely the hazard and diffi. 
culties that you are put to in coming here, call you to know what you 
are seeking here. Your night wanderings, your uncertain journies, your 


weariness and cold, call you to know your errand here; and therefore 
l entreat you try yourselves, what is your errand. 





* See his Life in the Scottish Worthies. 
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I shall tell you of some that have not a right errand and end before 
them, in their coming here at this occasion: ; 

Those who come for a name of self-credit ; the errand of such is not 
good or right., But you will possibly object and say, Will any be so 
foolish as to come here over such difficulty, and hazards, for by-ends, 
self-ends, or self-credit? I answer, they may do more than this, and 
that even for self credit, and for a name; for Paul supposeth that a man 
may give his goods to the poor, and his body to be burnt; and yet if 
he want charity, he hath nothing. And I do not understand, neither 
can it it be condescended upon, what it can be, that can move a manor 
woman, to go that length, if it be not to gain self credit; the world can- 
not do it, for he looseth the enjoyment thereof, when he does as the 
apostle says. Riches cannot do it for they are a part of the man’s 
world. Another sort who have not a right end in their coming here, 
are those who are only seeking ordinances, and [ fear many of you have 
no better end in coming here to-day, than to hear preaching ; but if 
this be your end you will not be profited by coming; For thus saith 
the Lord, seek ye me, but seek not to Bethel, for Bethel shall go into cap- 
tivity, &c. What can ordinances do unto you that have not the Lord in 
them? O then seek unto the God of ordinances! Ah! hath not the 
Lord taught Scotland, that ordinances are but shadows in themselves, 
he hath taught you this by depriving you of ordinances. O! then seek 
that which you cannot be deprived of; seek the Lord. It is a 
duty to seek to ordinances; but above all, to seek to have himself in 
the ordinances. So then. let it be the Lord that ye seek in the ordi- 
nances, or else ye do nothing, and you may soon be deprived of them ; 
for ye see that ye may be deprived of them. Do then as David did 
when he was deprived of them, who said, (Psal. xiii. 2,) My soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living God, it was not after ordinances, not 
after the temple-worship, nor after the sanctuary and the solemnities 
thereof, so much as it was after the living God who was to be found in 
these ordinances, and in the sanctuary, that he thirsted. 

Another sort who have not a right end before them in coming here, 
are those who have come to seek flashes and frames. There are many 
who seek no farther, if they can get their hands full of sense, or their 
sensual appetites satisfied with the smell of Christ's garments: many of 
you seek no farther than that; youmay think this strange, but, I say, Sirs, 
Christ may come and be present with, and in his ordinances, and some 
may find the smell of his garments there, and yet never get more good 
of him. Ay, Sirs, flashes and frames are deceitful things; therefore 
beguile not yourself with them, for, if this be your errand ye will not 
be profited by coming here. Another sort that have not a right errand 
in coming here are those who are coming to seek created grace ; this 
indeed is a more subtle deceit than many of the rest. What is created 
grace? it is nothing: it is like temporary faith; it is not that which 
will uphold you, and carry you through to the end ; of itself it can do 
nothing. The poor creature can do nothing without continual _— 
out of the fountain of God’s love, bounty and affection. So then I may 
say created grace is nothing else but some certain evidence, that the 
Lord is become the portion of that soul without his word. But my 
friends, seek himself, and get himself, and ye shall not want evidence of 
it. It was well said by the Psalmist, Whom have I in the heavens but 
thee? or in the earth, that I desire besides thee? Mark it, he doth not 
say, Whom have | in the heavens but thy grace, or thy strength? &c. 
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but it is thyself. And, (Psal. xlii. 2,) My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God. Whatever other things could have been offered him, would 
not have satisfied him in his hungering and longing condition ; nothin 
would do it than a living God himself who is infinite. O but he had 
broad desires! © that there were such desires among you this day ! 

Another sort who have not a right errand or end before them in 
coming here, are those who have come to seek the Lord, not for him- 
self only, but for some other by-end. Many desire to know the Lord, 
and delight to seek him ; and yet never win over the march stone, be- 
twixt christianity and hypocrisy. I say they may do this, and yet never 
win over the march stone betwixt the two. They may seek the Lord, 
but not for himself. They may delight themselves in the knowledge 
of God, as others in their vain speculations or other sciences ; and yet 
not win without the floodmark of his wrath, and beyond hypocrisy. So 
then, such seekers, as seek God, but not for himself, may expect a refu- 
sal athis hand. A rational christian will say that God cannot love any 
such. Do you think in reason, that any would condescend to a suitor, 
that was only seeking the means and not the person? And, do you not 
think that it were rational in the other to reject such spurious love, 
that seeks them for theirs, and not for themselves? Even so will Christ 
do with all such that seek him for what is his, and not for his gracious 
and glorious self: for it is not Christ that they are seeking, but what 
Christ hath. O! therefore, seek himself, and nothing but himself; ac- 
cording to that word, Seek ye me, and ye shall lve. Now let this be 
your errand here this day; and pray that he may be found of us.” 
P. 159. 

It was our intention to have noticed some points in the conduct of the 
more strict Presbyterians of this period, which would involve some 
questions which have since agitated the community. The length to 
which this article is already drawn, however, will prevent us from 
doing so. We do not of course think it necessary or proper that we 
should guide our conduct after the example of any set of fallible men. 
Yet it must be pleasing to us, if in a matter of opinion in which we may 
differ from some others, we find that the practice of these persecuted 
men whose character we so much respect, seems to favor our opinion, 
and that were they now living they would coincide with us in opinion. 

While we have great reason to bless God that our outward circum- 
stances are so much better than those of our forefathers, yet we 
fear that few of us have that hungering for righteousness which they 
had, and consequently that we are not filled as they were with the con- 
solations of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray that God would make his 
church and people glad, according to the days wherein he has afflicted 
them, and the years wherein they have seen evil. A. 





Art. Il. Apostolical consistency. 


We read in the twenty-first chapter of the Acts, from the twentieth 
verse, that when Paul arrived at Jerusalem, it was matter of consulta- 
tion between him and others of the apostles, how to satisfy the multi- 
tude of christian professors. of his regard for the ceremonial institutions ; 
and it was concluded, that he should publicly join with some persons, 
who were about to perform the appointed services for the accomplishing 
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of the Nazarite’s vow, sacrificing, &c., that all seeing and knowing this, 
might be convinced at once. He did so, and the question is, was he 
therein consistent with christian profession and principles’ It is gene- 
rally answered in the negative, and some of the most judicious commen- 
tators think it would be difficult to defend him from the charge of tem- 
porizing, or refining too much, in this case; that his desire of becoming 
all things to all men, carried him too far, at this time; and that the 
troubles into which he fell, while proceeding on this design, were a pro- 
vidential condemnation of it. This interpretation we utterly reject, as 
altogether erroneous, and propose to show the apostle’s consistency 
throughout this whole business. 

Let us first consider the difficulties that necessarily arise from the in- 
terpretation given: 

1. The apostle himself never acknowledged any fault in this, though 
he had repeated occasion to refer to it, in the course of his troubles that 
ensued upon it. It is no uncommon thing in our days, fur ministers to 
fall into scandalous errors, and persist in their maintainance, so that 
their non-confession is no evidence whatever of their consistency with 
christian principle, or their honesty in what they do. But we cannot 
allow this to be the case of any of those holy men of God, who have 
spoken to us in the scriptures, as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 


They were indeed fallible in their ordinary walk and conduct, and some- - 


times through the force of temptation were hurried into great sins; but 
if that were the case at one time, they were afterward as certainly led 
to see their error, and record their condemnation of it as pointedly, as 
the sins of others; so did Moses, David, Jeremiah ; and this apostle in 
this case would undoubtedly have done so, if there had been ground for 
it. 

2. If he did not in his general conduct, shew as great regard to the 
Mosaic law as he now professed, it will be impossible to-free him from the 
charge of gross and wilful falsehood. The express design of the step 
under consideration, was to convince the whole church, that he walked 
orderly and kept the law, (not only when at Jerusalem, but also among 
the gentiles ;) verse 21—25. And considering the state of the question 
then agitated on that point, there can be but one meaning affixed to the 
expression, “ walking orderly and keeping the law,” viz: that he did so 
io the satisfaction of the most conscientious ceremonialist; now if that 
was not the fact, how shall we repel the charge of gross falsehood ? 
Moreover he declares, (ch. xxv. 8,) “neither against the law of the 
Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Cesar, have I offended 
any thing at all.” Again, (ch. xxviii. 17,) “I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our fathers.” The expression, of- 
fending against the law of the Jews, and customs of the fathers, must 
be taken in the sense understood by the Jews generally, and then it 
amounts to a declaration that his conduct was uniformly such as a cere- 
monialist would approve ; if we affix any other meaning to his language 
we make him guilty of equivocation; if we admit the meaning now 
given, and suppose that it was not the fact, it is only in other words to 
say that he wilfully and deliberately falsified. A supposition altogther 
too horrible, to be admitted against a holy apostle of Jesus Christ. 

We are therefore shut up to the conclusion that Paul, (and J may add 
all the apostles, and Jewish christians of that period,) did conscien- 
tiously observe the Mosaic institutions, as far as their circumstances 
would permit. A very few instances in confirmation of this, may at 




























































ee ee 
ee : 






ny icame 


wee 


ae eee 
Sl sa we 


a ene 






























108 Apostolical consistency. 


present be sufficient. (Acts iii. 1.) “Now Peter and John went up to- 

ether into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.” 

t is not here expressly said what they went for, but it is plainly inti- 
mated by the notice, that it was the hour of prayer ; the time appointed 
by the law for the offering of incense, and the evening sacrifice, ac- 
companied by the prayers of the people ; Peter and John observing that 
hour, and repairing to the temple voluntarily plainly declared their con- 
scientious regard to the law. (Acts x. 14.) ‘“ Peter answered, Not so, 
Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.” 
‘This was some years at least after the introduction of the gospel dis- 
pensation, and he had conscientiously observed the ceremonial law of 
things clean and unclean. (Chap. xi. 2, 3.) “And when Peter was 
come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision, (the Jewish 
christians,) contended with him, saying, thou wentest in to men, uncir- 
cumcised, and didst eat with them.” This was inconsistent with the 
ceremonial law, of which they here showed their scrupulous care. If 
any would reply to this, that it was their weakness and prejudice to have 
such care, we deny it, because as soon as they were satisfied of the di- 
vine warrant, (verse 4—19,] they not only yielded, but also rejoiced at 
it; which is very unlike either weakness or prejudice. (Chap. xviii. 
18.) ** Paul sheared his head at Cenchrea, for he had a vow.” He had 
voluntarily, and theretore conscientiously, observed the law of the 
Nazarite, (verse 21.) ‘‘ He bade them farewell, saying, I must by all 
means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem.” If it be said, he was 
desirous to embrace that opportunity of preaching the gospel to the 
multitudes that would then assemble, and meant nothing more, we an- 
swer, that would not have been keeping the feast in the plain sense of 
the expression, nor does there appear any good reason why he should 
refuse a pressing invitation, and fair prospect of doing good where he 
was, for a mere probable opportunity elsewhere. 

We consider it proved, therefore, that the apostle’s practice in this 
part of it, was uniform at all times and places. 

But now the question will be, how was such a practice consistent 
with the faith and profession of the gospel? Or how was it consistent 
with the apostle’s declaiming against the ceremonies, as he does in his 
Epistle to the Galatians, and elsewhere? The idea that these cannot 
be reconciled, has driven many to the other expedient of charging the 
apostle with temporizing, dissembling and the like, in the particular in- 
stance now under consideration. These questions shall be answered in 
their place; but we must first notice some further difficulties that must 
be met according to the other scheme. 

3. The idea of Paul’s being led into a temporizing, dissembling scheme 
through the influence of others, is in direct contradiction of his whole 
character, and several pieces of his conduct in particular. If we were 
to speak of him in modern phrase, we might say, he was a man of the 
most a meer 9 mind, and immoveable integrity ; altogether above 
every shade of renee as a means of accomplishing his purpose. We 
are not left to gather this from general views, it is proved from his own 
statements. In his epistle to the Galatians and some others, he was 
a to stand on defence of his character and apostolical dignity, as 
in all respects equal to the very chief of apostles; but if an instance of 
duplicity could have been charged on him, it would have ruined him at 
once ; the very public manner in which he acted, on the occasion of 
which we are speaking, could not fail soon to be known throughout the 
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gentile churchés. His yielding to any sinful scheme either to concili- 
ate the Jews, or from deference to other apostles, is directly contrary 
to his course at Antioch of which we read, Acts xv. 2. Paul and Barna- 
bas had no small dissension and disputation with them, on another point 
indeed, but the same general question of a conscientious regard to the 
Mosaic institutions. It may be remarked by some that the side he took 
at Antioch, compared with his conduct at Jerusalem, and at another 
time his circumcising Timothy because of the Jews, rather establish 
the charge of temporizing than otherwise ; but we shall answer this in 
its proper place. Our observation now is, that compromising of what 
he believed to be the truth, for sake of conciliating others, was no part 
of his system; he on all occasions fearlessly resisted every deviation 
from the simplicity of the gospel. Speaking to the Galatians of this af- 
fair at Antioch he says: “we gave place, no not for an hour.” And 
did he at Jerusalem without a word, most pliantly fall in with a scheme 
of sinful temporizing? Did he at Antioch so stoutly stand out against 
the Jewish party, together with some who had come directly from Je- 
rusalem, and then when he went to.Jerusalem, immediately tall in with 
thatsame party on the same question? Did he declare to the Galatians 
that yielding in the case at Antioch, would have been to spoil the gen- 
tile churches of the truth of the gospel, (ch. ii. 4, 5,) that they by fol- 
lowing that party, had “ removed from the grace of Christ,” (ch. i. 6, 
7,) and did he pronounce the maintainers of that scheme “accursed,” 
(verses 8, 9,) and yet afterwards do so himself? Such suppositions are 
altogether inadmissible. Let us also consider, how the idea of his tem- 
porizing, will compare with his sharp reproof of Peter at Antioch for 
such conduct, and his afterwards reporting the matter to the Galatians 
(ii. 14,) in proof of his apostolical authority, and his consistency in doc- 
trine and practice; and did he shortly after deliberately commit the 
same error? It is altogether incredible. ‘There is a wide distinction 
between the cases, Paul will be found consistent throughout, and no 
temporizer. 

4. The charge of temporizing, involves much more, than those who 
make it seem tobe aware. The spirit and practice of trafficking with 
the several particulars of a christian profession has become so common, 
that we readily betake ourselves to the idea, for solving any difficulty 
that may seem to require it; but such was not the characteristic of the 
apostolic age. Such conduct in any case, deserves unqualified con- 
demnation ; but if it is justly charged on the apostle in the case before 
us, it must have been attended with the highest aggravations ; it was not 
only unfaithfulness as a witness for the truth of God, (as in all cases 
itis;) but there must have been also the grossest hypocrisy in it. Again 
considering that the ceremonies and sacrifices were performed as solemn 
worship, if these were then unlawful, and the apostle also insincere, he 
must have been guilty of horrid presumption and profanity. Farther, 
if the Jewish zeal for the law, which he now sought to pacify, were the 
same sinful prejudice he elsewhere condemns, he certainly was guilty 
of confirming them in it, that is, as he shows, leading them away from 
Christ, to rest on their own works, to their soul’s ruin. Finally, all 
this was done with premeditation and advice of other apostles. What! 
a concerted plan to deceive the people, and to confirm them in error, 
through gross hypocrisy and self contradiction! It was not so at all. 
To admit it, grants to the infidel all he could desire, that the apostles 
were a set of designing men, who by various arts obtained credit with 
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the ignorant, that they might keep them under their influence. The 
true interpretation then will be found in this proposition, which we 
shall now endeavor to prove, viz. While the temple remained, its wor- 
ship and ordinances were to the Jews, lawful and obligatory, (until set 
aside by express warrant) but not to the gentiles. When the Mosaic 
dispensation was brought in, to supercede the patriarchial, it was done 
gradually, the forty years in the wilderness being appropriated to that 
purpose, and the apostle teaches us in Heb, iii. 7, that the same course 
was taken in introducing the gospel dispensation in the room of the 
Mosaic. And it is to be observed that the same length of time was 
occupied. ‘This agrees with the figures by which the two dispensations 
are represented ; the New Testament by the sun, and the Old by the 
moon, (Rev. xii. 1,) which we know does not instantly disappear when 
the sun rises, but gradually fades away going on to her regular setting. 
Again the old dispensation is called the childhood, and the new the man- 
hood of the church, (Gal. v. 1,) and we know the transition from the 
one to the other is not instantaneous, but gradual. It also agrees with 
the plain language of prophesy, (Gen. xlix. 10,) which in its proper con- 
nection runs thus, ‘‘the sceptre, or political power shall not depart from 
Judah, till Shiloh the promised Messiah come ; nor a lawgiver, the au- 
thority of his ecclesiastical institutions, ull to Christ a people be 
gathered from among Jeavs and Gentiles.” It also agrees with the 
practice of the apostles in the instances given, and many more that 
might be adduced. 

Objection. The death of Christ completely fulfilled all the types and 
ceremenies, and there they ended; after which they could not be ob- 
served without a virtual denial of his having come and finished his work. 
Answer. The fulfilment of all the Mosaic institutions in the death of 
Christ is admitted on all hands ; and from that day God might have for- 
bidden their observance as strictly as idolatry is forbidden; but as he 
was pleased to employ a process of means for bringing men into the 
new dispensation, so he was pleased that the old should wait the result 
of that process. ‘There was nothing in the ceremonies and sacrifices 
essentially considered, to render them unsuitable for gospel ordinances ; 
faith could look through them to the finished work of Clirist now past, 
as easily as when future; and if God had not in sovereignty abrogated 
them, and providentially taken them away, the sacrifice of a lamb would, 
to this day be as lively an emblem to commemorate the dying love of 
Christ, as bread broken and wine poured out can be. In the period of 
which we are speaking, God had given no express intimation to the 
apostles to discontinue their observance of the old ceremonies 3] there- 
fore they might not lawfully discontinue them as yet. 

Objection. ‘The apostles on some occasions broke through the cere- 
monial restraints, eating things forbidden, and having intercourse with 
persons ceremonially unclean ; and this amounted to a disregard of the 
whole system. Answer. This was not done without an express warrant, 
(Acts x. 28,) “ Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that 
isa Jew, to keep company or come unto one of another nation; but 
God hath showed me, that I should not call any man common or un- 
clean.” And to this we find the Synod afterward referring. (Ch. xv.) 

In the journeyings of Israel in the wilderness, the tabernacle was 
taken down and removed, piece by piece and so was the system of 
worship and ordinances belonging to it at last. To us in these last days, 
the immediate and total abolition of the old dispensation, on the intro- 
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duction of the new, seems almost self-evident ; and sapien the many 
clear and full discourses of the prophets concerning the calling of the 
gentiles, the enlarged, and unrestricted state of the gospel church, we are 
ready to suppose that the apostles at least, would be fully prepared to 
act accordingly; but it was not so. It is plain from Peter’s scruple, 
(Acts x. 14,) that they had not such clearness as to the immediate setting 
aside of the old system, and from the dissatisfaction at first manifested 
by the church at Jerusalem on account of his intercourse with gentiles, 
(chap. xi. 2, 3,) it is also plain, that the prophecies on that subject, were 
not as yet fully opened to them. In all their preaching and writing un- 
der the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they were certain and infallible ; 
but he did not reveal all things to them at once, and on points beyond 
the lesson given them at the time, they might be in darkness, and weak 
as other men. The express command of the Spirit and other extraor- 
dinary circumstances related by Peter, (verse 12—16,) satisfied them 
all, that his conduct was proper in that case. But still its general ap- 
plication was not clearly seen; they no doubt knew that the time had 
come when “the gentiles should come to their light and kings to the 
brightness of their rising,” &c. as in Isa. lx.; but an idea seems to have 
prevailed that this was to be accomplished, in the way of their first be- 
coming proselytes to the Mosaic institutions, that they might be mem- 
bers of the commonwealth of Israel, and so have a right to the blessings 
of Christ’s kingdom under the gospel. The case of Cornelius was the 
first divine intimation to the contrary, viz: That the gentiles were to 
be admittea directly to all the privileges of the gospel church, without 
subjection to the ceremonies; thatthey were to be perfectly equal with 
Jewish believers, and no wall of partition kept up between them. This 
intimation was quite plain to some, but not to others, hence questions 
and difficulties began to arise on it. It was more fully revealed to the 
apostle Paul, as the apostle of the gentiles, so he writes, (Eph. iii. 3,) 
“by revelation he made known to me the mystery, (verse 5,) which in 
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now re- 
vealed unto the holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the 
gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of 
his promise in Christ by the gospel.” On this ground he uniformly 
resisted the circumcision of gentile converts, and when he and Barnabas 
carried an appeal from Antioch on the subject, it was formally taken 
into consideration, (Acts xv. 6,) and discussed at length, Peter referring 
to the case of Cornelius, Paul and Barnabas declaring many similar ex- 
amples to have occurred among the gentiles under their ministry, and, 
all things duly weighed and compared with Old Testament prophecies, 
(verses 15, 16,) the mind of the Spirit was clearly ascertained and 
they gave their judicial decision accordingly, (verse 25.) This set the 
matter at rest, in the minds of all humble, and honest enquirers, there 
were however still some, who kept up the trouble, and as it often happens, 
the least conscientious were the most obstinate, urging in direct oppo- 
sition to the apostles, that an observance of the Mosaic rites by the 
gentiles was essential to salvation making it a work of righteousness 
and derogating from the perfect righteousness of Christ. Therefore 
the apostle Paul, as it fell to him being the apostle of the gentiles, most 
strenuously opposed them; andshewing the dangerous tendency of their 
scheme, he used strong terms and, as it might seem, disrespectful of 
the whole Mosaic institutions, calling them “weak and beggarly ele- 
ments,” &c. From this he was misrepregented as disregarding these 
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institutions in his own practice, and “teaching all the Jews which were 
among the gentiles to forsake Moses,” and this gave rise to the transac- 
tions under review. Some have endeavored to explain the apparent in- 
consistency, by supposing that the Jewish christians who were zealous 
for the law, were of two sorts; some who through weakness still re- 
tained a great reverence for the old institutions, though they acknowl- 
edge them not now binding, and still less to be essential to salvation ; 
the other sort demanded their observance as obligatory and important. 
To the former it is supposed the apostle yielded from charity and con- 
descension, the latter he opposed because they would make it matter of 
positive duty. If this hypothesis be minutely examined, it will be found 
to be encompassed with greater difficulties than that which it proposes 
to remove. It has no footing in the text. It is nowhere, by apostles 
or others, at that time, made a question whether the Jews ought to keep 
the law of Moses or not, but always whether the converted gentiles 
ought not also to keep it. Again; If the Mosaic system was now to- 
tally abrogated, and a return to it implying a renunciation of Christ as 
is supposed, I would ask, can a man ever be justified in going such a 
length, or doing any thing sinful, in compliance either with the weak or 
strong? That would be a false charity rejoicing in iniquity and not in 
the truth. The views of the two supposed parties are also very inap- 
propriate ; the weak are supposed to have more light and understanding 
of the true state of the matter, than those who are not weak. Now 
in most cases it is the reverse, it is the weak who feel bound in con- 
science by that which the strong see not to be binding. Once more, 
on this scheme the apostle 1s represented as yielding to those who 
knowingly imposed ordinances on the church, that no longer had divine 
authority ; while he showed no tenderness to those who were consci- 
entious and uninformed. ‘This is far different from his general practice. 
These are only some of the objections to this plan of interpretation. 

It will be found that the view before given, is that alone, which can an- 
swer every difficulty and agree with every word in the scriptures on 
the subject. 

It may be objected that it makes two distinct systems of ordinances, and 
two classes of worshippers, in the gospel church at the same time ;, that 
which was a duty in the one class of worshippers, would have been a 
sin in the other. 

Answer, There is not necessarilly any absurdity in allowing all. this ; 
it might be shown that something not dissimilar is to be found in the 
church at all times, but if it is considered that the peculiarity of that 
time was the co-existence of two dispensations, the objection vanishes. 

Question. How does this interpretation of the obligation of the old 
law, agree with Paul's circumcising Timothy, because of the Jews which 
were in those quarters, plainly saving he did it as a matter of accommo 
dation only ? 

Answer. It agrees very well: Timothy’s father was a Greek, and his 
mother a Jewess, (Acts xvi. 1,) so that he might be considered either a 
Jew or a Gentile, or neither, and therefore his observance of the Mo- 
saic institutions was certainly a matter indifferent: the apostle there. 
fore yielded to the Jewish believers for sake of peace. But why did he 
not also yield to the circumcision of Titus at Antioch, for the same 
reason? it might have saved much discussion and disputation. Plainly 
because, as he says, (Gal. ii. 3,) Titus being a Greek, his subjection to 
the ceremonies was not indifferent, it was positively wrong, therefore, 
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Paul resisted it, took Titus with him to Jerusalem, and was sustained 
in his judgment by all the apostles. 

Question. How does this interpretation agree with the apostle’s 
words (Gal .iii. 24,25.) “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to 
bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that 
faith is come we are no longer under a schoolmaster ?” 

Answer. 1. He is here speaking of the law, more particularly in its 
rigid covenant form (see verse 10,) in which it demanded perfect obedi- 
ence, and denounced the curse against every short-coming and trans- 
gression, and so was a means in the hand of the spirit for convincing 
the sinner of sin and of righteousness, driving him from all hope in his 
own obedience, to the perfect work of Christ represented in its sacrifi- 
ces and other ordinances ; but now that Christ himself was come; its 
office as a schoolmaster ceased, its help in pointing to Christ was not 
strictly necessary as before, its spirit of bondage and fear was relaxed ; 
because the veil was now drawn aside from its mysteries, the clear 
light being shed on them by the accomplishment. 2. The apostle is 
here speaking to Gentiles, and the scope and design of his discourse is, 
that it did not belong to them at all, to come under the ceremonies; 
that it was not necessary, as the false apostles would persuade them, in 
order to their being interested in God’s covenant and the promises made 
to Abraham. ‘For (says he) ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Jesus Christ,” (verse 26.) “And if ye be Christ’s then are ye Abra- 
ham’s seed and heirs according to the promise,” (verse 29.) Finally, 
we may remark, that this apostle in the epistle to the Hebrews goes far- 
ther than we have heretofore remarked in any, even to the entire set- 
ting aside of the whole Mosaic system, with respect to all, because the 
time was then come, and the event just at hand, viz. the destruction of 
the city, the temple and nation, which would render its observance for- 
ever impossible. ‘That epistle is the express will of God for its abroga- 
tion, which had not before been given. 

In conclusion, I would observe :— 

1. That it is a most dangerous method of interpreting difficult passa- 
ges, to conclude that the sentiment or practice of the inspired writers 
is wrong, merely because we cannot easily see through it. In this 
way it is that a large part of professing christians have rejected a most 
precious portion of God’s word from its proper use, viz. the book of 
Psalms, because they judge the spirit and sentiment wrong: on the same 
ground the infidel rejects the whole. How much more becoming the 
humility of the christian would it be to take the reason the apostle gives 
for such difficulties; they are hard to be understood because we are dull 
of hearing. It is a betraying of the cause of the gospel to its enemies, 
(though it may be undesigned) to start doubts and questions, and make 
distinctions of particulars in which the inspired writers were under in- 
spiration, and particulars in which they perhaps were not, distinctions 
as to the degree of inspiration, &c.. while they were acting with ap- 
probation, with direct respect to the edification of the church; it has a 
manifest necessary tendency to unsettle the weak and mislead the wa- 
vering. 

2. Those who plead the apostle’s example in the case we have been 
considering, in justification of their conduct, compromising known truth 
or duty to please men, though they admit he did wrong in so doing; 
are not only guilty of a gross self-contradiction, but are building alto- 
gether without a foundation, and slandering the apostle. 

Vou. XIV. 
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3. It is not a little curious to hear modern latitudinarians gravely 
concluding that the apostle went rather too far on the accommodating 
scheme ; (see Scott on the place, and Brownlee in a late periodical, and 
others.) Our only reply is, that if they would go no further, they 
would not be complained of, and if the most strict would only keep up 
to his example, it would make a much happier state of the church than 
we have yet seen. , natant 





Art. Jl]. Further Remarks respecting the Treatment of our Colored 
Population. 


Mr. Epvirror—I wish to say a few words more respecting the treat- 
ment of our colored population. I understand that much excitement 
prevails at this time in some sections of the Secession church on the 
subject of Slavery, and it is highly important that public sentiment 
should be thoroughly enlightened on a matter involving such vast and 
momentous consequences, and which is of such an exciting nature. | 
have already said our present position cannot be maintained with any 
prospect of doing good, and put the question, What shall be done? See 
vol. XIII. page 502. Although I candidly confess myself inadequate 
to chalk out with precision the course which the States of this Confed- 
eracy ought to pursue in the present emergency, yet I will venture a 
few suggestions which | hope will not pass entirely unnoticed by those 
who would now ride the whirlwind and direct the storm. 

The most obvious reflection which presents itse!f is, that we should 
retrace our steps—that we should undo what we have heretofore done. 
Every part of our conduct, all our legislative enactments, all our publish- 
ed sentiments, indeed | might add all our private thoughts have been 
either directly or indirectly calculated to degrade the poor unfortunate 
African. It would be tedious and difficult to point out all the ways in 
which we have done this; but to fix attention, it may be well to enu- 
merate some of them. We say, then, in our public enactments, that the 
colored man shall not be heard as a witness where the controversy is be- 
tween white parties—we say he shall not reside amongst us unless he 
gives security that he will not be burthensome to us ;—we say that al! 
who aid him in migrating to our territory shall be assessed in a heavy fine; 
we say that whoever marries a person of color shall be confined in the 
penitentiary, treated as highly criminal! And what is the language of our 
published sentiments ? We insist they are an inferior race—destitute of 
intellectual powers—destitute of moral worth—destitute of natural af- 
fection one for another. It is not pretended that such enactments exist in 
all the States, nor that the blacks are universally regarded as a degra- 
ded race, but it is abundantly evident that such is the general sentiment 
and feeling toward them. 

Here then is abundant food for reflection, abundant ground for argu- 
ment, expostulation and exhortation; but brevity must be observed, as 
your limits are too much circumscribed for the insertion of lengthy 
communications, nor will the impatience of the reading community al- 
low the perusal of tedious and prolix essays. 

The African a degraded man! Strange if he were not so! I mean 
as he is, not as his Creator made him. We found him a child of nature, 
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rude and barbarous; for him science had never opened the riches of 
her stores, the sympathies of the heart were still locked as in a case of 
adamant, and christianity had never taught him he hada soul to sink 
to utter woe, or rise and bloom in immortal youth. We brought him 
to a land of liberty, a land on which science had shed her brightest 
rays, aland where the plastic hand of education had exalted and -enno- 
bled our race, till we were hardly willing to acknowledge the wretched 
creature thrown upon our shore as bone of our bone and flesh of our 
flesh. But notwithstanding science shone ; notwithstanding in every 
village, in every hamlet, the child of the white man was receiving seed 
which was finally to exalt him to an elevated station in society ; not- 
withstanding that all around religion was dropping her holiest influen- 
ces, calming the wild turbulent passions of the breast and preparing its 
votaries for everlasting bliss; I say, notwithstanding he was brought 
to such a land as this, it was to him a land of darkness—a land of 
death. 

Only put in the statute book that a distinct tribe or portion of our 
citizens are unworthy to be heard in our courts, and it will be a mira- 
cle if you do not convert them into liars. Deny them all rights and 
privileges, and most assuredly you at once alienate their affections from 
the State. Is the Jew at this day by nature a more obdurate, a more 
unpatriotic catiff than he was in the days of a holy David and a gener- 
ous and disinterested Jonathan? Has not the cruel treatment of an 
unfeeling world seared his conscience and closed his heart against all 


gthe kind emotions of our nature? The hand of Providence may be in 


this, but verily the laws of human nature have not been one whit viola- 
ted. So it will ever be, and until we manifest by our acts that we are 
the friends of the black man, until we can convince him that we are dis- 
posed to confide in him and that he has a character to sustain, it will be 
vain to expect from him the fruits of integrity and good citizenship. 

But what shall be said in regard to the fact that in some parts of our 
country the forming of a matrimonial connection with a colored person 
is treated as an offence of a highly criminal character? I am perfectly 
aware of the sensitiveness of the public mind on this subject, but in this 
case as in others, a reference is made to the law and to the testimony. 
Christian brethren, is this not a direct attack upon the authority of the 
King of kings? What says the Great Sovereign Lawgiver? “ That 
which God hath joied together let not man put asunder.” Yet with this 
solemn injunction sounding in eur ears, we will tear the husband from 
his wife and incarcerate him in a dungeon, there to toil and sorrow and 
pine through many a forlorn and tedious year. Can these profound ju- 
rists, can these refined and delicate moralists tell us what tinge of swar- 
thy hue, or what curl on a bushy head renders the marriage contract 
invalid according to the laws of Heaven! Few who profess the chris- 
tian name will be found standing up in open justification of such a stat- 
ute, but how many are there who will frown and throw all possible con- 
tempt upon persons who form such a connection? Let it be plainly un- 
derstood that the writer of these lines has not one word to say in com- 
mendation of such marriages, but he would just observe to his profes- 
sing christian brethren, that if the great God of Heaven sanctifies such 
a union, it is an instance of awful presumption in us to throw con- 
lempt er it. And why will He not sanctify it?) Has He not made 
of one flesh all the nations of the earth? Are we not every day pray- 
ing, “ Thy king domcome, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” 
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praying that enmity and strife may cease throughout the world and that 
the whole human race may live together us brethren united in the 
bonds of peace and love? How evidently do we give the lie to these 
our solemn petitions, while we entertain such sentiments respect- 
ing those around us. 

Is it so, that this portion of the human family are destitute of intel- 
lectual powers, destitute of those qualities which are necessary to con- 
stitute them valuable members of civil and religious society? It does 
seem to me that such assertions carry something in them very much 
like arraigning the equity of the Divine Government. It is certainly 
true that various tribes and races of people, like individuals, do possess 
diversities of gifts, but to assert the inferiority of the black man in com- 
parison with the white man, savors much more of pride than of wis- 
dom, especially when we take a calm and dispassionate view of him in 
his original condition, and the treatment which he has received at our 
hands. ‘The earth on which we tread must be cultivated, must be stim- 
ulated or its latent powers of production will lie forever dormant.— 
Such is the nature of the human mind. Have we encouraged or stim- 
ulated either the seeds of knowledge or the germs of virtue in the rude 
African ? On the contrary has there not been a constant, energetic and 
watchful effort on the part of the whites to keep him depressed, to bite 
and smother every indication of intellectual advancement? What won- 
der then, that scintillations of genius are seldom seen? What wonder 
that the virtues have not developed themselves! With all our care and 
anxious solicitude, our own children often disappoint us, and is it not 
utterly trrational to expect fruit from such uncultivated plants choked 
with briars and thorns and noxious weeds ? 

If these reflections be correct, it would seem not to be very difficult 
to divine what is the duty of the States in the present emergency. It 
is in fact neither more nor less than to remove at once every badge 
which marks the blacks as an inferior and degraded people, and to hold 
out to them every possible inducement to elevate their own character, 
and so soon asit can be done with prudence, finally to put them in pos- 
session of all the political, civil and social rights enjoyed by the com- 
munity at large. If this work were done, or the preparatory steps firm- 
ly taken, we could plead with a manly face and perhaps with success 
the cause of the oppressed; but until this is done our efforts will be 
worse than useless. The truth ought to be published throughout the 
length and breadth of our land, that while we entertain such sentiments, 
and conduct ourselves in such a manner as we have hitherto done, we 
only hold ourselves up to the derision of a surrounding world by our 
mock sympathy for the colored people in our country. 

Here then is work for the friends of humanity, no matter whether 
they be in the North, the South, the East or the West. The work to 
be done effectually, must be done orderly, systematically and legally 
done, through the instrumentality of the various State legislatures, and 
it would seem obvious, on various accounts, that one State, especially 
if it be exposed to an inundation of this species of population, cannot 
well move alone. It is notorious that the free blacks are generally re- 
garded as a nuisance, and of course we ought to anticipate that they 
may still be treated as such. Should then one State alone open her 
doors and invite, as above indicated, free persons of color, the influx 
might be so great as to produce serious consequences, consequences 
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much to be deplored; but were a number of the States to act in con- 
cert, such consequences need not be apprehended. : 

In conclusion, | would observe, for the purpose of strengthening the 
hands of the real patriots of our land, that although the inferiority of 
our colored people in their present actual condition when compared 
with the whites, is admitted ; yet there is abundant ground of encour- 
agement in the fact of their great improvement, when compared with 
what they were in their native land. Indeed, it is very questionable 
whether any other branch of the human family would have advanced 
faster under similar circumstances. ‘The word then should be onward. 
(et us clear our skirts of the crying sin and then we may pray to, and 
expect a blessing from the Most High. 





Art. IV. On Strictness of Religous Profession and Practice. 
[From the Edinbugh Christian Magazine. } 


If the following Letter, on Strictness in a Religious Profession, suit 
your useful Miscellany, its insertion next month, if you have room, will 
be a pleasure to p———S. 

Among the various topics which came under consideration when we 
last spent an hour together, the conversation, you will recollect, turned 
on several of the religious denominations at present existing in this 
country. In speaking of these you marked, on the one hand, some of 
the insuperable objections that bar the way against your entering into 
Christian fellowship with more than one of these churches. You men- 
tioned, on the other, a religious body against which you had fewer 
causes of complaint. To the doctrines taught, and the discriminating 
principles held by that church, you have in general no objection. They 
are, however, so rigid, so exceedingly strict, that you cannot think of 
attaching yourself to their society, and entering into the closest com- 
munion withthem. You cannot brook the idea of so much confinement, 
and of such vigilant inspection, either by them that bear office among 
that body of people, or by fellow professors. The objection is by no 
means new. It has been started and refuted a thousand times. Many 
have stumbled on the same rock. For this reason a number have stood, 
and still stand aloof, from that and other churches. Can a well-in- 
formed, can a conscientious Christian, however, seriously object to a 
church on this head, provided her creed be according “ to the law and 
to the testimony,” provided there be nothing in her form of worship, or 
in her terms of communion, which is not sanctioned by “thus saith the 
Lord.” Have you found them, after the most attentive examination, 
in all things, or in any thing, too superstitious?’ Do they teach for doc- 
trine the commandments of men! Do they bind burdens for others 
which they themselves will not touch with one of their fingers? Are 
they strict in regard to mere human devices in the service of God? 
Then renounce at once their fellowship. Be you separate from them. 
Let not your soul come into their secret. Have they, however, em- 
braced, do they endeavor, in the strength of the grace which is in Christ, 
to hold fast the testimony of Jesus? Do they aim at strict and univer- 
sal conformity of life to that rule in the hand of the Mediator, from 
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which one jot or one tittle shall not fall, till heaven aud earth pass 
awav? Is it their study to walk in all the ordinances and command- 
ments of the Lord blameless; to be faithful unto death, that they may 
obtain the crown of life’? Should not your heart be drawn and knit to 
them? Can blame attach to them, either on the head of doctrine or of 
practice, in so far as they deviate not from the unerring rule? Do you 
find her pastors or her courts, either superior or inferior, like the pre- 
tended successor of Peter, laying claim to infallibility, or to a right to 
lord it over God’s heritage? Do they not, on the contrary, affirm that 
it is their province, not to make laws for the church, but to receive, to 
revere, to explain ard apply the laws of Him whom God hath set on the 
holy hill of Zion? The government is on his shoulder. He hath the 
key of David; he openeth, and none can shut, he shutteth and none can 
open. Without disloyalty, therefore, to this august Sovereign, can they 
give to any man, can they take to themselves, the smallest latitude, 
either in regard to faith or practice, which he hath not allowed? Is it 
not the province of the judges, to interpret and apply, not to dispense 
with the laws?) The King himself cannot change the ordinances, much 
less can the ministers of the gospel or the courts of the Lord’s house, 
reverse the ordinances of the God of heaven, or dispense with his laws. 
Balaam himself was aware that he could not go beyond the word of 
the Lord, in less or in more. Whatever he wished in his heart, if the 
God of Israel blessed his people, he could not, he durst not reverse it 
with his lips. “ Behold, 1 have received commandment to bless, and he 
hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it,” was the true, though reluctant 
confession of this covetous sorcerer. In so far, therefore, as their faith 
and practice is regulated by the word of God, no man addeth thereunto, 
or disannulleth. And in perusing with understanding, and meditating 
with fear and reverence on the close of the book of God, you will not 
seek an indulgence which is prohibited by the great Lawgiver. 

You must be already sufficiently aware that your complaint lies not 
against them who are delivered into that form of doctrine which Christ 
hath taught; whose hearts are directed into the love of God, and whose 
feet are turned to his testimonies; but against the glorious Author of 
the truth, against the great High Priest over the house of God ; against 
Jehovah our Judge, our Lawgiver, our King. Jf you seek any indul- 
gence, therefore, in as far as his law is concerned and his command- 
ment interposed, you must needs ask it of him. This too will be in vain. 
For he will not change his own law: he will not alter his institutions. 
If you be all already in Christ Jesus, if you enjoy that liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free, you do not wish to break his bands, to cut his 
cords, nor to throw off his yoke. It is as vain as it is impious, to ask a 
dispensation from men. Can they give it! And even although, with 
the man of sin, they should presume to do it, is it not at your highest 
peril, and as you must be answerable to the great God, that you take 
their indulgence? Your blood, it is true, were you to perish in these 
devious courses, into which such liberties carry you, will be required at 
the watchman’s hand ; yet this will not alleviate your own punishment. 
“ That soul,” persisting to the end in the love and practice of sin, “shall 
— his iniquity ; but his bleod will I require at the watchman’s 

and. 

If, then, you cannot convict this body of people of following the dic- 
tates of superstition ; of being advocates for those observances which 
have no countenance from the oracles of truth; if you find them en- 
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deavoring to hold the mystery of faith, as it is received from the Lord 
Jesus, in a pure conscience ; your charge, instead of being a censure, 
turns out to their praise. And may we not add, would to God that 
the same objection, if you will make it one, lay against all the churches, 
against every body of professing Christians in ours and in every land, 
and much more against the one you had in your eye, than it really does. 
Had you intended it to their commendation, they have nothing, I am 
sure, on which to plume themselves on this score. As you meant it, 
on the most serious review of the matter, you will find nothing in this 
extreme for which to condemn them. ‘Their zeal, like that of their 
neighbors, you will find far in the wane. Is not the love of many waxen 
cold? Do not languor and indifference daily gain ground within their 
pale! Are they too valiant for the truth upon the earth? Is there any 
room for saying, with the ostentatious man of old, “Come with me, 
and see my zeal for the Lord of hosts?” On the contrary, do not too 
many among them sigh and go backward? 

If you cannot acquiesce, however, in the rules followed by this 
church, in what would you be indulged! Do you present the request 
of Naaman? “Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy ser- 
vant two mules burden of earth,” of consecrated earth, to build an altar 
unto the Lord; “for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt- 
offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord. In this thing 
the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house 
of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow 
myself in the house of Rimmon; when 1 bow down myself in the house 
of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.” The apologist 
of this Syrian might offer some excuse for this extravagant request 
He was till this hour an heathen: he was but a mere novice in the 
knowledge of the religion of the prophet. But even he is aware that 
there can be no agreement between the temple of God and idols. It is 
implied in his prayer, “ The Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.” 
How would this petition suit the mouth of a scribe, that should be well 
instructed in the kingdom of God? Why ask such a dispensation? It 
were easier, as well as better, to want it. Would you have permission 
to seek the true God in the temples of them who by nature are no gods, 
or by superstitious means? Would you seek for the living to the dead ? 
With the deluded votaries of superstition, must you have liberty to bow 
in the house of graven images, when curiosity, or some worse motive, 
may induce you to spend a holiday in their courts? Must you feel de- 
votion at high mass?’ The shades of difference between them and us 
may be scarcely discernible by some Protestants, and even by some 
Presbyterian guides, whose hearts are towards the people of these 
abominations; yet the marks of distinction, and the reasons for coming 
out from among them, and for being always separate, are sufficiently 
obvious to all who have been taught their religion by the word in the 
hand of the Spirit. 

Is it only some of the ordinances of divine appointment, and some 
parts of religious worship, that you will receive, observe, and keep 
pure and entre’? The second commandment includes them all. It ad- 
mits of no exception whatever. While it shuts up every avenue to 
idolatry and superstition, it most expressly enjoins us to walk in all the 
ordinances and commandments of the Lord blameless. Is not the glorious 
object of worship the best judge of the way in which he will be en- 
quired of by the house of Israel? Would you have permission to take 
the name of God in vain, when you may fall into the company of them 
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who say, “Our tongues are our own, who is Lord over us? who set 
their mouths against the heavens, and who never once think that “the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless who taketh his name in vain?” Or, 
while you abhor to speak the language of Ashdod on ordinary occa- 
sions, in cold blood, must you have leave to work off the sudden ebul|i- 
tions of the angry passions, of surprise, and of consternation, in that way 
which provokes so highly the righteous judgment of God? In addition 
to this, must you have permission to become a member of those socie- 
ties, in which you cannot be enrolled at first, and with which you can- 
not mingle ever after, without offering the most pointed indignity to that 
tremendous name, which is holy and reverend ! 

Would you now and then, without any questions being put, have a 
Sabbath to spend in a circle of jovial friends, met to enquire after one 
another’s health ; to communicate the various articles of intelligence 
in which they are mutually interested ; to talk over the news of the 
day, whether foreign or domestic, or to do some pieces of business, 
which they think cannot be done on another day, without deranging 
the plans and appointments of the week ? Perhaps } you do not ask leave 
of absence from the public services of the Sabbath. On the contrary, 
you mean to go to the church next adjoining to such rendezvous of 
company, whatever it may be. Thither you repair merely to spend an 
hour, to be a whet for the entertainment which is to succeed, or to 
collect matter of jest and merriment during the remainder of the 
day. Is this keeping holy to God that day of sacred rest? Is the Sab- 
bath over when you leave the courts of the Lord? Must you have a 
licence thus to think your own thoughts, speak your own ‘words, and 
find your own pleasure! How can you obtain it? Will the divine law 
bend to your inclinations? Is it not at your awful risk, if “the harp 
and the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine be in your feasts on that day, 
at any time, and especially in these times of judgment, when you should 
be regarding the work of the Lord, and most attentively considering 
the operation of his hands?) Say now, whether the men who, by sea- 
sonable instruction and admonition, prevent you from this sin, or who, 
by suitable reproof, recover you out of this snare of the devil, discover 
too narrow a spirit? Is this unfitting themselves for your communion ! 
Must they trample on the divine law, to qualify themselves for your fel- 
lowship ? 

Will you admit of no inspection by them who watch for your soul? 
Will vou allow of no observation, and permit no questions to be put, 
by fellow professors, in regard to your obedience to the other precepts 
of the divine law? In as far as it may suit your inclination, must you 
be at liberty to act a disloyal part to him who is the governor among 
the nations? to withhold that allegiance from the powers that be, what- 
ever name they may bear, that are > ordained of God, which is perempto- 
rily required by him, by whom kings reign, and princes decree justice ! 
Does he infringe on your just rights, who enjoins obedience to all the 


lawful commands of natural parents, and requires you to carry yourself 


properly towards inferiors and equals? Is he your enemy, can you 
hold no religious fellowship with him, who prevents you from being 
injurious to the life, to the chastity, to the prosperity, the good name, 
and the estate of yourself and of your neighbor? Does he transgress 
the divine command who in the spirit of meekness instructs, and even 
reproves those who thus oppose themselves? Let the righteous smite 
me, it shall be a kindness, and Jet him reprove me, it shall be an excel- 
lent oil, which shall not break my head. 
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Perhaps you here interrupt me, and say, “ My sentiments and theirs 
are not materially at variance on any of these heads. All gross indul- 
gences are without the limits which I prescribe to myself. What liberty 
do you crave then, which they will not grant? “1 have no time either 
for secret or family prayer regularly, in their stated seasons; yet 
though both, on account of the urgent claims of my various avocations, 
be generally neglected, I would not for this reason be precluded from 
eating the Lord’s Supper, when | have a call to it.” Are prayerless 
persons called to this supper? Can you be prepared for this feast, with- 
out entering into your closet regularly, and without seeking from your 
Father who heareth in secret, all that preparation which you need? 
Is it likely, you yourself being judge, that God will hear, that he will 
graciously answer a prayer or two hastily put up a few hours before 
you approach to the holy table of the Lord, while you habitually neg- 
lect this exercise? Is it possible to have any of the enjoyments, the 
immunites, and privileges of the real Christian, without prayer? Was 
it thus that the patriach of old obtained the blessing’? Is the promise 
made to him who is silent at the throne? Is it not far otherwise!’ Ask, 
and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. In the habitual neglect of prayer, can you prosper in 
any thing to which you put your hand? Tell the day of your lifein which 
you have nv need of the instruction, the leading, the protection and support 
of the Almighty, and you can be told on what day you need not present 
your supplications in the morning. On what day is it that you have 
not life, and breath, and all things from God? When have vou no need 
to sing of mercy? It is then, if ever, you can neglect to give God thanks, 
In what hour, or day, or month, or year, have you not been a monument 
of divine patience and forbearance’? In what portion of your time have 
you not added sin to sin, and inquity to transgression’? When did God 
cease to make all his goodness pass before you? Itis then you may 
insist on closing the day without adoration, without confessing your 
transgressions, and imploring the forgiveness of your sins, and without 
offering to God with the voice of thanksgiving. Would you have sub- 
stance without a moth, acknowledge God when you begin your work, 
as you prosecute every branch of your lawful calling, and when 
you wind up your labors. If you cannot have satisfaction in the 
meat that perishes, without prayer, how otherwise shall you have 
the benefit of the bread of God, of the meat, that endureth to ever- 
lasting life! 

“God forbid,” you will say, “ that I should be the advocate for pub- 
lic, for promiscuous companies, for routs, and for card-parties on the 
holy Sabbath. I abhor the thoughts of altogether forsaking the public 
assemblies for divine worship, and of making the first day of the week 
a day, either of mere amusement, or of business, or of idleness. All 
this | leave to the immoral and the vicious, to them who have cast off 
fear. Can there be any harm, however, in taking a solitary walk on 
the Sabbath, or in joining the company of a particular friend, either in 
the fields, or in his house, or in mine? May we not thus relieve the 
mind from the fatigue and anxiety of the week, and even exhilerate the 
spirits with a social glass?’ Thisisno more thaniscommon. It is done 
by our spiritual guides themselves. Must we be deemed immeral and 
consurabie for setting out to a market on the Sabbath, which we cannot 
otherwise conveniently reach? Even pharasaical strictness itself could 
scarcely be offended at this.” Was it no crime to say, ‘“ When will 
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the new-moon be gone, that we may sell corn, and the Sabbath, that we 
may set forth wheat?” They cried, what a weariness is it! but they 
abstained from labour. They are not here, at least, charged with the 
crime of bearing their burdens in holy time. What is the difference 
between going to the place, and holding the market, on the Lord’s day? 
Are there not hours of rest, and innocent means of unbending the mind 
on the working days? Who can indulge you with pampering the flesh, 
when God himself, requires you to afflict your soul? or counte- 
nance you in pursuing your worldly business, in the very face of that 
prohibition, “ Thou shalt do no servile work therein.” It may be put 
to your own conscience, you may be required to declare candidly, 
whether, on the most careful recollection, you can say, that the con- 
versation in the company of your select companion, of the man accord- 
ing to your own heart, did not very soon turn from the things of God, 
to civil affairs, to the greatest trifles, to mere vanities? Do you indulge 
in going from home, who then watches over your family? After a 
social repast, are you as much in the spirit of attending to the early 
and seasonable instruction of your children and domestics, as if you 
had not been from home? Did not your being abroad unnecessarily, 
too much occupy the minds of those with whom you passed the even- 
ing’ Was the worship of that family in no way interrupted ; did you 
not infringe at least upon the servant’s hour of reading, of meditation, 
and prayer? Will it mend the matter though you have to say that 
your own pastor went into the same company ! He might not be able, 
however much inclined. to keep up the spirit of a religious conversa- 
tion. He himself might be infected, or he might infect the whole par- 
ty. They are not all spiritually minded who are versant in spiritual 
things. Besides, although the conversation were directed for an even- 
ing or twointo a proper channel, by and by it might turn on the most 
trivial subjects. You must take into the account also the influence of 
such example on them, whose conversation savours not of the things 
of God. He who would avoid temptation, he who would keep himself 
pure, should always act under the influence of the apostolic injunction, 
“Touch not, taste not, handle not.” 

You may yet add, “ This is not the chief ground of my complaint. | 
would not be restricted always to one religious denomination, nor to 
hear uniformly in one place of worship in the same church. I have no 
wish to indulge unreasonably itching ears, vet I would not be always 
tied up. On particular occasions avhen it may not be convenient to go 
to the usual place, when at a distance, or when a new preacher ap- 
pears, especially one of uncommon abilities, I would be at liberty.— 
May I not hear a good sermon any where? To this it may be answer- 
ed, Do the Scriptures of truth authorise different religious professions ! 
Do they approve of division in the church? Do they know of more 
than one Lord, one faith, one baptism? It was well known to God 
that offences would come, that divisions would prevail, and separation 
obtain. Does he seal, however, with his approbation whatever of this 
kind follows upon the crossing of the humours of carnal minds? Is it 
agreeable to his will, that, even in the same church, one should say, “! 
am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos?’ It was matter of predic- 
tion, that men of corrupt minds would arise, who would bring in dam- 
nable heresies. Now is there any one thing more notour than the ful- 
filment of this in our own times? If the scriptures be the only rule of 
faith and manners, is it not as clear as day, that many have departed 
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from the faith, and have turned aside to cunningly devised fables? Are 
you not enjoined by the highest authority, to try the spirits, whether 
they be of God ; because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world? But why try them, if, when we are in the humour, we may 
hear whom and where we please? But you may say, “ How shall we 
try them till we hear what they say ”” Have we nbdt their public creed ? 
If this be found exce ptionable, need we try further? or, while their sub- 
ordinate standards may remain a form of sound words, if it be known, 
and even avowed by themselves, that they have departed from them so 
far, that you } yourself, for this very reason, have renounced their stated 
communion, is there any shadow of consistency i in your occasional return? 
“Let them return unto thee.” if you kave the clearest evidence that 
you hold by the truth as it is in Jesus; “ but return not thou unto them.’ 
Besides, is there no risk in hearing, even for one hour, a Socinian, for 
instance, employing all the powers of eloquence, in either flatly deny- 
ing the Lord that bought us, or artfully disguising the truth in regard 
tohis supreme deity ; his substitution in the place of lost sinners ; the 
necessity and reality of his satisfaction to divine justice in their stead ? 
Or does he attack the doctrine of the covenant which was made with 
Adam, as the head and representative of his posterity ; hold up to ridi- 
cule the fall of man by the breach of that covenant, and consequently 
set aside the whole scheme of man’s redemption; can you say that, even 
listening to all this, is doing God good service? Can you answer for 
the consequences ? are you ‘already so established in the truth that you 
cannot be moved? ‘This you may find enchanted ground. Is it ‘not 
approaching too near the camp of the enemy? Ere ever you are aware, 
he may get within the barriers, aud storm the citadel. He may carry 
both your head and your heart, while you think all is safe, for ‘he has 
a strong party within. But although he should not, is this the word 
that shall run and be glorified! Are these the men to whom that prom- 
ise is accomplished, “ Lo I am with you alway, even to the end of the 
world?’ Will Christ set before them an open door, which no man can 
shut! Can you trust them with your petitions at the throne of grace ! 
Can you say Amen at their giving of thanks? Would you have your 
mouth filled with their arguments? Is it thus you would order your 
eause before God? Can you turn the matter of these exercises into 
praise? Can you be joyful in these houses of prayer? Wiil he bless 
the people in the name of the Lord aright, who believes not that the 
Son and Spirit are true God?’ By making one in such assemblies, by 
practically bidding such teachers God speed, will you not seem, at least, 
to be a deserter from the standard of the Captain “of salvation ? 

“But the preacher I would follow issound in the faith, though it be 
true your objections apply to others in the same communion.” Be it 
so. | have no wish to deny it. Would to God that all in that profes- 
sion, in every communion were prophets; and all declared all the coun- 
selof God. Then the divisions of Reuben would be effectually healed. 
The watchmen on mount Zion would see eye to eye, with the voice they 
would lift up the voice together and sing. They and their people might 
with safety flow together to the goodness of the Lord. If he bring no 
new gospel, what will you gain by running after him? Can he tell you 
of another Saviour, or put you on a better way of salvation than that 

which has been heard from the beginning? Can he teach you an easi- 
er method of mortifying the flesh, with the affections and lusts’ of cru- 
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cifying the old man, or give you more effectual counsel to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things? “ His eloquence and pathos, 
however, will enliven our devotion, and persuade us more effectually 
to be followers of that which is good.” Far be it from me to decry 
true and unaffected eloquence, or to spend one particle of breath in apol- 
ogy for any thing slovenly in the pulpit, in any part of the service of 
God. All men know the influence of a story well told, and its effect 
when no justice is done it. Be the preacher ever so eloquent, howey. 
er, in the most proper sense of the expression ; let his composition be 
as chaste as man can make it; let it reach the highest pitch of the sub. 
lime, and the utmost limits of the pathetic, where the subject will admit 
of either ; let his elocution be that of the greatest master in this art, 
and he may yet labor in vain, and spend his strength for nought. The 
weapons and energy that effectually carry the strong holds in the hv- 
man heart, that bring down every thing that exalteth itself against 
Christ, must be taken from another armoury: “ Not by might nor by 
power” of this sort, “ but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” The 
storm of eloquence poured forth by the Athenian orator, might move a 
whole assembly, and make them cry out as one man, “ Let us arm and 
march against Philip.” Like a mighty river it might carry all before 
it. It is the persuasive eloquence of the Spirit, in the still small voice 
of the gospel, that can induce any man to put on the whole armour of 
God, and go forth against principalities and powers; against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world ; against spiritual wickedness in high pla- 
ces. It is the word in the hand of the Spirit, without the foreign aid 
of human ornament, that is quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. ‘The mere strutting of the actor, his panto- 
mimic gestures, during his short ‘hour upon the stage, his well-turned 
periods, his flowing diction, and the modulations of a foreign, artificial 
tone, must go for nothing in the conversion of souls, in quickening the 
dead, and calling things that be not as though they were. It is the 
truth as it isin Jesus, drunk in at the fountain-head, and warm from the 
heart,forcing expression as it is poured forth, that makes a conquest of 
the soul. Whether is it the man then who, by dint of art acquired at 
his glass, by long practice, draws every eye upon himself or he who 
fixes the heart on divine truth, while he is content, nay happy, to be 
overlooked and forgotten, that you should run after? Whether is it 
better to go away from the place of hearing, silent and confounded be- 
cause of your shame, and enraptured with the beauty and excellency of 
Christ, or loud and noisy in the praise of the mere exterior of a man and 
his oration ? “ Curiosity, however, is irresistible. The happiest effects 
have followed its indulgence in the case of many besides Zaccheus.” 
Was there nothing but mere curiosity predisposing this man to cast 
himself in the way of the great preacher of righteousness? The same 
principle carried multitudes to see and to hear him who spake as never 
man spake, who yet left him contradicting and blaspheming. Unbridled 
curiosity has slain its thousands and tens of thousands. 

“All this,” you may add, “ you may carry your own way ; but there 
is another point which I shall not yield to all their rigidity.” You al- 
lude to the fashionable amusements of the day; and here you steel 
yourself against all conviction. ‘* Who that has taste, sense, or spirit ; 
who that would not sacrifice every rational pleasure, would be pre- 
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cluded from mingling in the dance, from taking a seat at the theatre, 
from a concert, and from a hand at cards when the company desire it!” 

To all this it may be answered, that you yourself have, in the most 

solemn manner, recognized a most pointed testimony against all these 

and similar entertainments. Read over your larger catechism again, 

and deny it if you can, and consistency itself requires that you renounce 

either the one or the other. On an after occasion we may advert to 

some of these subjects if you desire it. But, 

“Other denominations of Christians grant the liberties which I plead 
for; and I see no great reason why | should part with my natural or 
religious rights.” Does any thing against the truth, or any immorality, 
however small, rank under the head of that perfect law of liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free? He that breaketh the least of his com- 
mandments, and teacheth men so, shall be reckoned least in the king- 
dom of God. Take refuge in nothing now, that will not bear you out 
on the confines of the grave; in nothing in which you cannot solace 
yourself when the eye travels over that land, in which you wish to 
dwell through a long eternity. Follow no line of conduct now, either 
in the article of religion or in your civil affairs, that you would wish re- 
versed when Death reads his lecture on your past life. Lay no foun- 
dation for reversing your vows then. Is it common to hear dying men 
complain of a life spent in too exact conformity to the holy law! that 
they have crucified, and mortified too severely, the lusts of the flesh 
and of the mind? ‘That they have been too little in the fashion, and if 
they were to spend their life over again, they would be more conform- 
ed to the world! Iam, yours, &c. 

December 18, 1800. 


Art. V. Sketch of a History of the rise and spread of Neology in 
the Netherlands. 


We have recently received from Holland several numbers of a 
monthly periodical, published at Amsterdam, with the title Nederland- 
sche stemmen over Godsdienst staat, Geschied, and letterkunde. lt is 
edited and patronized by the friends of sound evangelical truth, who 
strictly adhere to the doctrines, and articles of the Synod of Dort. 
Among the editors are De Costa, the well known converted Jew, and 
Le Clerk. It contains several valuable articles from which we may 
when leisure permits furnish translated extracts to our readers—The 
numbers for January and February, 1836, contain an article on the 
rise, and spread of Neology in the churches of Holland, a translation 
of the greater part of which we propose to furnish.— Ch. Intelligencer. 

The article commences with an account of the rise of Socinianism 
in the times of the Reformation, and gives a statement of its peculiar, 
ca doctrines. This wevgmit. The writer then pro- 
ceeds— 

“These doctrines of Socinus, this virtual unbelief laid in the back 
ground of Arminianism, and caused the orthodox so greatly to fear the 
success of the Remonstrants. We have heretofore shown that the 
design of the system of the Remonstrants from its first origin was to 
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seek fraternity with the Socinians in Poland, as was practically ex), 
bited. For very soon after the separation of the Remonstrants fro,, 
the Reformed Church, doctrines of a neological character appeared 
among their ministers. Episcopius denied the transmission of the guil 
of Adam’s sin, and rejected the orthodox doctrine of the atonemey;, 
Grotius limited the divine inspiration to what he termed the substantiq 
or what concerned the matter of docrine (in his work votum pro pace 
eccles.) Some taught that the natural powers of men were suflicient fy; 
their conversion, running into Pelagianism. Many asserted that just; 
fication, and forgiveness of sin took place without any imputation of th. 
righteousness, and merits of Christ. There was more and more evidey: 
a tendency to Socinianism, and thus the clearest proof was furnished o: 
the propriety of the measures employed by the Synod of Dort in the; 
zeal for the doctrines of grace, and against the rising errors as meas 
for the preservation of the vital, and fundamental doctrines of the gospel 
As soundness of doctrine was not a little corrupted, and defiled by 
Erasmus and those who followed in his footsteps by introducing the hy. 
inan wisdom of heathen writers, so also an equally dangerous enemy ty 
sound doctrine was found in the French philosopher Descartes. He dij 
not indeed make it his aim to spread Socinianism, but his tenets were 
altogether of rationalistic character and tendency. He taught that a 
truth must be tested by certain self-evident axioms, or elements 
knowledge, and that every thing else must be a matter of doubt, and 
scepticism. ‘These unhallowed opinions soon found an avenue by means 
of followers of Cocceius, and produced corrupt fruit. The excellent 
Cocceius would by no means have given his sanction to these. 
principles acknowledged by Cocceius are in direct opposition to thox 
of Descartes. Descartes had alone for his guide human reason we! 
trained, and polished; Cocceius ever referred to divine revelation a 
the foundation, and source of true knowledge, and wisdom. But the 
Cartesians concealed themselves among the followers of Cocceius, sup- 
posing that they would thus find better opportunities, and mens to ai- 
vance their errors. The Socinian heretical tenet of the sufficiency oj 
human reason to sit in judgment on the truths of divine revelation was 
clearly, and boldly advanced in a work of L. Meier a physician at Au: 
sterdam printed 1666, entitled “Philosophia sae. script. Interpres 
This work, however, did not produce much effect. Far more danger 
ous was the work of the worldly minded and heretical preacher Wa: 
zogen, of Utrecht, apparently written in opposition to Meier, but ew: 
bodying the very same Socinian elementary principles. The Retor 
mers in accordance with their fundamental principle that the Bible s 
the only fountain, and source of Christian truth, exhibited the study «! 
the Bible as the foundation of all theological knowledge. They lai 
down the position that the scriptures explain themselves, and that in ths 
consists the principle of scriptural, and correct interpretation. Tr 
Fathers at the time of the Synod of Dort expressed this by saying, th! 
“we must interpret the Bible according to the analogy of faith.” Ths 
is a rule, which may indeed at times be shamefully misunderstood 0: 
perverted, but which in its correct, and proper sense is the spring 0! ‘ 
true theology. Wolzogen on the contrary asserted that it was absu 
to employ the Holy Scriptures as the means of its own interpretatio. 
He declared that we have sufficient means for a right understanding " 
the scriptures in a knowledge of the language in which they are wr 
ten, and that they should be read and studied in the customary way “ 
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the same manner as Polybius, Livy, and other writers. It may be well 
to know how far these sentiments of the writer led him into Socinian- 
ism. In this same work in another place he says that “ we should not 
by any means believe that to be the meaning of scripture which appears 
opposed to sound reason.” Again he says that “ it is the duty of true 
piety so to declare the word of God that its import may not be contra- 
ry to that.which he speaks in nature.” According to this we may say 
that it is contrary to nature that iron swims, that the dead rise again 
(which the Athenians derided, &c.) Socinus had before remarked, that 
even of the scriptures should appear to teach the divinity of the Saviour 
and other mysteries of faith, it was reasonable, and proper to give such 
modifications, and explanations as to bring them within the bounds 
of sound natural understanding. 

The learned, and pious Gysbert Voetius, who deeply laid to heart the 
welfare of the church, strenuously opposed such a Cocceianism, and es- 
pecially the Cartesian tenets whence it for the most part proceeded. 
The charge of bitter intolerance which was laid against him by the 
French sophists, and especially the sceptic Bayle is most unjust. Voe- 
tius plainly saw the Socinian complexion, and tendency to unbelief of 
the Cartesian philosophy and the influence it must have upon theologi- 
cal sentiment, and therefore vigorously opposed it. His memory is 
blessed for his fidelity, and zeal in the work of the Lord. 

Among the so called Cartesians who concealed themselves behind 
the great name of so distinguished a writer as Cocceius, was the cele- 
brated H. 4. Roell, who may justly be termed the Father of the Dutch 
Rationalists. This author farther carried out the sentiments of Wolzo- 
gen on reason as the interpreter of scripture, and so applied them, that 
he attacked among others the all important doctrine of the eternal_ge- 
neration of the Son, with which the true profession of the doctrine of 
the Trinity must stand, or fall. If this truth be denied, men will readily 
and necessarily proceed either to tritheistic sentiments, or else fall into 
Socinianism, or Arianism. Roell took the first course. It deserves ob- 
servation, how his rejection of the doctrine of the eternal generation of 
the Son naturally flowed from his rationalistic sentiments. The same 
misled B. Bekker to step in the traces of the Sadducees, and deny the 
existence or at least the operation of angels and devils. The distin- 
guished Vitringa, who cannot be charged with the polemic zeal of Voe- 
tius, manfully opposed the errors ot Roell, and temperately, and trium- 
phantly vindicated the scriptural doctrine of the eternal generation of 
the Son. The sentiments of Roell were ecclesiastically condemned, 
and subsequently candidates for the ministry were required openly, and 
decidedly to reject them by subscribing four articles proposed in an in- 
terrogatory form, the first two of which are as follows : 

1. Are we bound with respect to the doctrines, and mysteries of our 
faith to believe any thing but what we may by our natural powers, and 
understanding be able to comprehend ! 

2. Could the Holy Scriptures be interpreted according to such a rule, 
without an endless perversion of the word of God, and apostacy from 
our most holy faith ? 

During the sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, unbelief indeed ex- 
erted its influence, but it was without the church. Within the church 
it unformly found an effectual opposition. The only exception to this 
was in the case of the above mentioned preacher Wolzogen, whe by his 
standing, and influence in the Synod of Naarden obtained the approba- 
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tion of his book by that body in 1669. In the eighteenth century we 
shall find this opposition to it in the church gradually losing in power, 
and efficiency, in boldness and worth, till at last Neology fully found its 
way into the church. But of this we must treat of particulars in their 
order. 

As the philosophy of Descartes, in the seventeenth century, prevailed 
for a long time, and exerted an injurious influence on Theology, so the 
same may be said concerning the philosophy of Wolf during a part of 
the 18th century. Wolf did not indeed, cherish a purpose to undermine 
religion, for the very contrary is altogether probable. But this philoso. 
pher, who combined into one system the materia!s collected by Leibnitz, 
and sought to establish them by a mathematical demonstration, introduced 
the same method into the science of theology, and labored to demon- 
strate the doctrines of our faith in a scientific way. In this way they 
ceased to be truths apprehended by faith; and the knowledge of the 
heart, of which we become partakers, by a supernatural, spiritual illu- 
mination, was reduced to a simple result of the cool exercise of the un- 
derstanding. ‘The doctrine moreover, of the highest possible good to 
the greatest number of creatures, which Wolf had derived from his 
predecessor—Leibnitz, led men gradually not to refer all as ending in 
God, who has wrought all things by his own will, and for the revela- 
tion of his own glory in the creation, but as ending in themselves, 
in their own final happiness and advantage. 

In addition to this came the influx of the English Deists and Natv- 
ralists. It is well known that, in the latter part of the seventeenth, and 
in the beginning of the eighteerth century, the spirit of dangerous free- 
thinking became prevalent in England, and that unbelief in the blessed 
truths of revelation became extended. But it has not at the same time 
been sufficiently regarded, that the writings of such as Locke, and 
others, who in general vindicated the scriptures, and christianity, but 
left out of view, if not denied their peculiar doctrines, exerted an inju- 
rious influence. Finally, the evil effect of the writings of the French 
infidel philosophers, was incalculably great. The French refugees had 
given peculiar prevalence in our country, to the Janguage of the court 
of Lewis the Fourteeth: which already, by the diplomacy, had become 
greatly extended in Europe. In consequence, the French literature 
gave the tone to that of the Netherlands. Is it then to be wondered at, 
that French infidelity should assail with mighty force, the faith of our 
fathers? Fora length of time, opposition was made to this influence 
from abroad, even by the public authorities. For example, in the year 
1765, the printing and publication of a work of Voltaire was forbidden, 
and after that time also, we find the authorities and consistories of 
cities, endeavoring to arrest the publication of works of this nature. But 
it was not one or more of the works of Voltaire, which undermined the 
faith of our people. The whole of the French literature, which laid 
bent under the iron sceptre of the encyclopedists breathed the spirit of 
infidelity, and its influence must have been great upon a people who 
showed so little stability as ours in the century gone by. 

Such was the spiritual condition of our Father Land, at the time when 
the German rationalism—which had made its appearance—sought to 
make its way into the Netherlands. The congregations of the Dis- 
senters were first tainted with this pervading leaven. The Anabaptist 
had fora length of time, fraternized with the remonstrants in their views 
of doctrine. Professor Hesselink, furnished a translation of Teller’s 
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Dictionary; in which, among other things, we find the following ex- 
planation of the term—rirsT BorN :—‘‘If we, by the creation which is 
ascribed unto Christ, understand creation proper, in calling all things 
into existence, then the name of “ first born of all creatures,” is as- 
cribed to Christ in order to express the most exalted rank which he 
holds among all created beings.” The declaration, all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, is by him limited to the prophecies respecting 
the Messiah; and we well know how few prophecies are, by theolo- 
gians of this class, appropriated to the Messiah. 

~ The Lutherans among us, were not less affected with this leaven of 
infidelity. The circumstance that, at this time, they mostly received 
their ministers from the German Universities, powerfully contributed 
to this result. This gave rise to a separation from the midst of them, 
of what is now called the restored congregation. We copy the fol- 
lowing from a small pamphlet published by these in 1791, entitled, Rea- 
sons which have influenced a large number of the Lutheran Congregation 
to separate themselves from the same. 

“Since the year 1779 we have scen, with other members of the Con- 
gregation, certain innovations in doctrine, which some distinguished 
German writers have advanced, gradually make inroads among us. 
Under the special plea of greater light now enjoyed than in the time 
of our fathers, and of better means and helps for criticism, and inter- 
pretation now possessed, than in former times, we have seen them ven- 
ture in the footsteps of the late German Divine, and invalidate, pervert, 
and set aside the most conclusive proofs of Scripture, in behalf of the 
doctrines of our faith. They had prepared the way for this, by com- 
mending and requiring an undefined, general ecclesiastical toleration : 
and by vehemently exclaiming against those who differed from them as 
to doctrines and measures. calling them heresy-seekers, introducers of a 
new kind of papacy, ignorant and stupid zealots, &c. , 

“By those means the way was paved to proceed still farther, and 
although in the midst of us the process had not reached so far, that the 
most important doctrines of the Christian religion, as the holy trinity, 
the true and eternal Godhead of Jesus Christ, and the atonement, were 
openly and boldly denied ; yet mention of them was made as rarely as 
was practicable, and the peculiar motives in the Gospel, to an acceptable 
and holy life, and which are so full of consolation, were kept out of 
view. ‘The leading and prevalent aim appears to be to represent Christ 
as the teacher and instructor of men, and to exhibit him in his life, 
sufferings, and death, as an example for our imitation. But we hear 
little or any thing of him as our surety and mediator, who has wrought 
out an everlasting righteousness, and thereby reconciled fallen sinners 
unto God, and if any allusion be made to this, it is in a faint and ambig- 
uous way. Man is represented as possessing power in himsel!, without 
the supernatural gracious operation of the Holy Spirit, and when faith 
is spoken of, itis represented as an acknowledgment and profession of 
Christian doctrine, and not as a firm trusting on, and a cordial appro- 
priation of, the saving merits of Christ, as the only procuring cause of 
our salvation. The gracious operations of the Divine Spirit, with and 
by the Divine Word, ave deprived of their proper efficiency, and made 
to consist in certain moral faculties and principles implanted in human 
nature by the wisdom of the Creator, and brought into exercise by 
moral suasion, through the reading of good books, preaching, &c. The 


doctrine of regeneration is made to be an introduction into the Chris- 
Vou. XIV. 9 
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tian Church. Not only is the operation of evil spirits upon the bodies 
of men, during our Saviour’s residence upon carth denied, but also their 
access to the hearts of men, and their power to tempt. At the same 
time, the science of morality which is taught in the place of these 
blessed truths, and to which they give a distinguished prominence, con- 
sists of a slender and dry exhibition of the various duties of life, drawn 
from natural religion, as their only pure source, and nevertheless sup- 
ported by arguments drawn from the truths of Christianity. With 
many, every thing consists in good dispositions, virtue, &c., while, it is 
supposed, that these can be obtained without true, saving faith, as the 
only proper principle of all Christian duty. In general there seems to 
be no regard to the gracious operation of the Holy Spirit, in the illumi- 
nation and conversion of sinners dead in trespasses and sins.” 

This is the testimony of those who separated themselves from the 
Lutheran communion. It is a testimony which cannot be for a moment 
doubted by those who have studied the spirit of those times, and which 
carries with it internal evidences of truth. It shows that the Lutherans, 
no less than the Anabaptists, and Remonstrants, in our father land, had 
departed greatly from their original Confession of Faith, and had sunk 
deep into Neology. 
|To be continued. ] 


Art. VI. Dangers threatening the Religious Interests of our Country. 

We lately received a communication, signed Juvenis OpsErvarou, 
in which the writer complains that our ministers are too doctrinal in 
their preaching and that they also fail in point of good speaking. While 
we are in favor of having some attention paid to the subject of oratory, 
we do fully subscribe to a sentiment contained in Reip’s Seven Lasr 
PLacues—“ It is a most discouraging consideration to every minister 
of the gospel, who preaches the truth with simplicity and godly sinceri- 
ty, to find that some empty and trifling form, or something that ope- 
rates on the feelings and prejudices of mankind, without having the 
smallest influence on their understanding, has more power over the hu- 
man mind generally, than the strongest and most conclusive argu- 
ments.” P, 289. In relation to ministerial eloquence there are some 
excellent hints thrown out in a preceding article in this No., viz: On 
Strictness of Religious Profession and Practice, towards the close, which 
we would recommend to the perusal of our correspondent ; and espe- 
cially do we recommend to his serious attention that part of the article 
below which relates to the subject of doctrinal preaching. The whole 
article is worthy of the attention of the religious community at the pre- 
sent day. It is taken from the Warcuman, a Congregationalist paper, 
and may be regarded as an evidence, among others, that evangelical reli- 


ion is on the advance in some of the New England churches..—[Ep. 
ee. Mon. } 

The following is a part of a dissertation read at a ministers meeting, 
and obligingly forwarded to us by the writer at the instance of the 
meeting. He considers the question raised in the two-fold light of civil 
and religious dangers. We invite the attention of our readers to his 
seasonable remarks on the dangers threatening our religious interests. 


What are the dangers which threaten the religious interests of out 
country. I remark— 
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1. Those things which endanger the civil interests of the country, 
endanger the interests of the church. 

Whatever will affect our civil liberties, will of course affect religion. 
This must be obvious to all. 

2. The spirit of philosophical speculation, in matters of religion, is 
fraught with danger. 

I do not mean to condemn the investigation of religious truth, nor say 
that true philosophy may not be serviceable, in aiding us to understand 
more clearly the great principles of the Bible. But there isa vain 
philosophy of which we are cautioned to beware. There is in man a 
natural pride and ambition to find out something new—to go beyond 
others who have preceded—to be thought the author of something not 
before discovered. I must be grossly deceived, if there is not much 
of that spirit prevalent at this day. That there is a great falling off 
from ancient and approved standards of doctrine, cannot, I think, with 
truth, be denied. With regard to native depravity, regeneration, divine 
sovereignty, decrees and election, new theories have been promulgated. 
This is conceded by those who embrace and promulgate them. They 
consider them very great improvements. If any proof of this be wanting, 
it will be found in their perseverance in inculcating them, notwithstanding 
they are evidently alienating brethren, and rending the church; and not- 
withstanding the remonstrances, entreaties, and expostulations of their 
brethren. If modern improvement in theology consists wholly in the 
use of technical phrases—if it be mere logomaehy, why should it be 
persisted in at so great a hazard, as that of dividing and distracting the 
church? In my opinion, there isin modern theories a departure from 
orthodox standards ; and that thisis the result of philosophical specula- 
tions. Of course, I must be permitted to believe the church is in dan- 
ger. And I think no one can look at the distraction of the church with- 
out being convinced that these speculations are the primary cause. As 
I believe these new theories erroneous, it cannot be thought strange, 
that I should consider modern speculations as endangering the best inter- 
ests of Zion. 

3. The prevailing neglect of doctrinal preaching, at the present day, 
I must think ominous of evil. 

Indeed, its effects are already seen. Within comparatively a few 
years since, there has beema great falling off in this respect. The time 
has been, and that but a few years since, when you would scarcely hear 
a sermon from professed Calvinists, which did not savor of the doctrines 
of grace. Sure I am, that you could not hear a man preach many ser- 
mons, without having brought distinctly into view, some of the great 
and fundamental truths of the gospel. In times of revival, the doctrines 
of divine sovereignty and personal election were held out prominently 
to view. On these great truths ministers, depended much at such sea- 
sons. In those days these doctrines were not only heard frequently 
from the pulpit, but they were subjects of common discussion among 
Christians. They were discussed in the prayer meetings, and in the 
conference room. Christians fed upon them. ‘The churches were con- 
sequently sound in the faith; revivals were comparatively pure, and 
Christian practice far more consistent and exemplary. The direct 
tendency of such preaching was to keep out spurious converts from the 
church. But itis far otherwise at this day. Doctrinal preaching is 
almost banished from the pulpit. Seldom, 1 believe, are the doctrines 
of divine sovereignty named in sermons, except when the sinner, who 
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has not entirely forgotten that such doctrines are to be found in the 
Bible, brings them up as an objection. In answering the sinner’s objec- 
tions, the minister is sometimes constrained to mention decrees, election, 
divine sovereignty, or the agency of the spirit in regeneration. And 
I must say, that I have often felt, when hearing such ubjections answered, 
that the “preacher rather did away the doctrine, than the objection. 
That the doctrines have sometimes been injudiciously preached, | 
admit; but that they should be entirely omitted, is certainly as great, 
if not a greater fault. The consequence of this omission of doctrinai 
preaching is— 

1. The churches are not indoctrinated. Many disbelieve the truths 
which their fathers loved; and many, though they believe them, are 
unable to defend them, while there is a large class perfectly indifferent 
to them.—They care not whether they are true or false. 

2. Christian practice deteriorates, just in proportion to the defi- 
ciency in doctrinal knowledge and belief. ‘There will be no consistent 
practice where there is not a sound faith. 

3. It is filling the church with unsound members, who hang upon its 
skirts like dead weights. Conversions will necessarily be unsound, 
where the doctrines of grace and sovereignty are not held up asa 
mirror, in which the sinner may see himself, and by which he may be 
tried and humbled. 

4. It has ereated a feverish excitement in the church—a love of 
novelty, and an undue dependence on means and human instrumentality. 
Such a state of things does exist; and it evidently has arisen froma 
culpable neglect, on the part of ministers to preach distinguishingly the 
doctrines of grace. 

These evils are extending wider and wider; and the time is not dis- 
tant when doctrinal preaching will be revived, or the church will sink 
down into a state of cold formality, or rise toa state of wild fanati- 
cism. 

4. Another evil is the consent of the church to have doctrinal 
preaching dispensed with. If the church were unwilling to leave things 
as they are, there would be hope.—But the churches are as culpable in 
many respects as the ministers; and in many instances | doubt not have 
been the procuring cause of this state of things. ‘There is now in the 
churches a very great disrelish for doctrinal preaching. Nothing, at 
the present day, will sooner test a minister’s fidelity, than preaching the 
distinguishing doctrines of grace. I should expect to be heard as kindly 
on the doctrine of election by a professedly Arminian congregation, as 
bv many in the Congregational or Presbyterian connection. ‘True, in 
almost every congregation there are a few elderly persons who have 
not forgotten the days that are past, who are fed by such preaching; 
and they sigh and pray for more of it. But the younger portion of 
our churches, are not instructed in the doctrines, and not entertained 
with doctrinal preaching. Hence very great efforts are making to ob- 
literate all those doctrines which distinguish Calvinists from Arminians. 
Many churches have revised their articles of faith, and left out every 
doctrine to which an Arminian could object. Congregational Associa- 
tions are being formed on the plan of having articles to which no con- 
sistent Arminian can object. Sovereignty, decrees, election and saints 
perseverance, are not alluded to; and depravity is so stated as not to 
offend any who might demur at its being termed total. As evidence 
of this, look at the articles proposed to be adopted by the contemplated 
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Association of Churches on the Western Reserve, Ohio; and those 
already adopted by another in Southern New-York. These move- 
ments more than intimate the determination to put down the doctrines 
of grace in the churches. Besides all this, there are forming Union 
Meetings and Associations in which Calvinists and Arminians shall 
unite. ‘That union may be promoted, they mutually agree to lay aside 
all those doctrines which distinguish different sects. There is powerful 
effort making throughout our land to bring into disrepute the doctrines 
of our primitive fathers. If this be not designed by those who are 
active in these movements, yet it must be obvious to all discerning 
minds that sucn will be the result—Douhtless it is the design of many. 
And yet they profess to be Calvinists. If asked whether they believe 
the doctrines they would expunge from the Christian creed, they reply 
—yes. What means, then, this abandoning of acknowledged truth in 
the churches ? Is the truth of God of no consequence ? Will God be 
pleased with such a course? The truth is, if this state of things con- 
tinue, and this course of effort go on, either the church will be rent 
asunder, or we shall all go down together ; and the scenes of Geneva 
will be acted over here. If the doctrines of the Bible cannot be re- 
vived, I have no hope that the purity of our churches can be long main- 
tained. Indeed, if things proceed, for afew years to come as the y have 
for a few years past, and with the accelerated motion they have ac- 
quired, I have no hope that the doctrines of grace will be known in our 
churches, only as matters of history.—They will ere long be looked 
upon as old antiquated doctrines, believed in a darker age. And woe 
be to the church and world when this is the case ! 

5. I view what are termed New Measures to promote revivals, 
an evil, and a source of danger. ‘That they have wrought evil, 
extensive and alarming, cannot be doubted only by those who shut their 
eyes and cars. The art, management, and chicanery used to get up 
and perpetuate religious excitements, cannot be approved by any man 
in his sober reflecting moments. And when we look at the rending of 
churches—the unsettling of pastors and the discord and contention 
these measures have occasioned, we must be convinced not only of their 
inutility; but of their ruinous tendency to the best interests of Zion. 
Besides, looking at the fruits of those revivals, where the New Mea- 
sures were put in requisition, none can doubt their deleterious influence. 
The fruits of late revivals are certainly not such as those of former 
times. The churches are filled with unsound members. This, if I mis- 
take not, is beginning to be universally felt, both by churches and min- 
ters. ‘These measures produce a fe verish, fitful excitement highly in- 
jurious to serious christianity, and prejudicial to the genuine conversion 
of sinners. I apprehend that many years will have elapsed, of faithful 
ministerial labor and discipline of churches, before the church will have 
returned to a state as favorable to her growth, as existed previous to 
the prevalence of New Measures. Our churches, it is true, have in- 
creased in numbers, but not in moral strength. Besides, sinners have 
been disgusted and driven off, and they will ‘be slow to return. Where 
New Measures have gone into full operation, the ground is burned and 
seared over. It will be many years before the seeds of the gospel can 
take root and grow, though the best moral culture may be enjoyed. 

6. The harsh and unchristian spirit of controversy in the church is 
another threatening evil. 

Far be it from me to condemn religious investigation, when con- 
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ducted in a proper spirit. It is a duty to “contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints.” But it is a harsh, denouncing spirit 
Tcondemn. That such a spirit prevails in the church, is but too appa- 
rent. If I mistake not, this spirit is infecting the church extensively, 
It is a spirit which I am sure the great Head of the church cannot ap- 
prove. Such a spirit must, to say the least,do muchevil. It has done 
evil, and only evil. 

7. The spirit of management in the church is another evil. Man- 
agement never prompted a good cause. Italways doesevil. An open 
and frank course is the better course for Christians. But in the 
age state of excitement concerning doctrines and measures there is 

a great deal of management. All such management I deprecate. | 
do not believe God will be pleased with it. Every man, and every body 
of men, should show their colors, be honest and trust God for the re- 
sults. By this kind of management, I fear we shall manage to bring 
down the displeasure of God upon the church. 

8. One evil more, and | have done. It is the worldliness of the 
church. The spirit of the world has entered the church. It is seen in 
dress, and equipage, and in the eagerness with which Christians engage 
in the worldly speculations of the day and strive for the riches “that 
perish. Of course, spirituality of mind is lost. If we become a worldly 
church we shall be rejected of God. ‘ 

In view of all these evils, let the prayer of every Christian be—“O 
Lord give not thine heritage to reproach.” “O Lord, revive thy work 
in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known, in 
wrath remember mercy.’ 





Art. VII. Religious Intelligence. 
(From the Boston Recorder.) 
Paris, November 24, 1836. 

SovuTuern anv Mippie Germany.—In my last, I gave you some 
general notices of the state of religion in Western Germany. I now 
propose to say a few words respecting the state of things in the Middle 
and Southern parts of that portion of the continent. 

What I designate by the name of Middle and Southern Germany, is 
all that portion of it which lies south of Prussia. including Saxony, Saxe 
Weimar, Saxe Gotha, Saxe Cobourg, Hesse Cassel, Hesse Darmstadt, 
Nassau, the Duchy of Baden, and the kingdoms of Wirtemberg and Ba- 

varia. Austria is, of course, left out of view as not belonging to this 
portion of Germany, but is what may be called Eastern Germany, if it 
may be at all reckoned as part of that country. 

In Middle and Southern Germany there is a great variety in the state 
of religion. In all, there are, I believe ten universities, of which those 
of Jena, Munich, Erlangen, and Heidelberg are the most distinguished. 

I shall give a brief notice of each of these more important divisions of 
the country in the order in which I have first named them. 

The kingdom of Saxony is a small but fertile and well populated 
country. It has about as many inhabitants as the State of New-York, 
or rather hardly so many. Although the royal family of that country 
is Roman Catholic, yet the majority of the people are Protestants. In 





A i me ok fee ee 6 eee 


Religious Intelligence. 135 


Dresden, which is the beautiful capital of that country and which con- 
tains about 75,000 inhabitants, three-fourths of the people are Protes- 
tants. Iam sorry to say, however, that but few of the pastors of the 
Protestant churches in Saxony are evangelical. At least, this is the 
testimony of Professor Tholuck and others, who are capable of giving 
information on the subject. Almost all the Protestant ministers of that 
country are Rationalists. The Rev. Dr. Ammon, the very Coryphzus 
of theology, is one of the preachers in Dresden. His preaching and his 
publications have done much injury to the truth in Saxony, as well as 
in other parts of Germany. 

It is an interesting fact, as I am assured, that there is a great desire 
among the common people in Saxony, especially among the older peo- 
ple in the country parishes, to hear the pure gospel. They are tired 
of Neology. It gives them no food for the hungry soul. And when 
some faithful minister makes a preaching excursion among them, they 
flock to hear him with great avidity. O, when shall the pure gospel be 
preached again in the land where Luther and his associates found su 
many to welcome him in his day! 

The state of things is bad enough in Saxe Weimar, Saxe Cobourg, 
Saxe Gotha, Hesse Cassel, Hesse Darmstadt, and Nassau. In Weimar, 
the Rev. Dr. Roehr, preaches, one of the greatest and worst of the Ra- 
tionalist preachers. In Cobourg, the influence of Bretschneider is great 
and fatal to the gospel. But there are a few faithful servants of the 
Lord in these countries and their number is increasing. In Cassel, as 
you have seen stated by the German correspondent of the Archives 
du Christianisme, there is the beginning of abetterday. The formation 
of a Missionary Society there and the labors of an evangelical minister 
promise much good. ‘The Lord smile upon these efforts ! 

In the free city of Frankfort-on-the-Maine, which has a population of 
50,000 inhabitants, and occupies a commanding situation for influence 
upon Germany, there are some five or six Protestant churches. ‘Three 
or four of the pastors of the Lutheran German Reformed Churches are 
considered evangelical, though they are not reckoned so zealous as is 
desirable. There is here a good French church, where the Rev. Mr. 
Bonnet, formerly at London, now preaches. He is a native of Swit- 
zerland, and preaches the gospel with great simplicity and purity. His 
labors, I doubt not, will be eminently useful there. His correspondence 
in the Archives du Christianisme, published at Paris, is very interesting 
and valuable. 

The state of religion in the Protestant churches in Baden, Wirtem- 
berg and Bavaria is better, probably, than in any other part of Germa- 
ny. ‘This is particularly so in the kingdoms of Wirtemberg and Bava- 
ria. There is a greater proportion of evangelical ministers of the gos- 
pel among the Protestant clergy in those countries than is to be found 
in any other part of Germany. This I do not assert from my own 
knowledge, for I was only in Bavaria, and in but a small portion of even 
that country and only for a very short time. But I learn these things 
from unquestionable authority. 

The university of Erlangen, which has long maintained a distin- 
guished reputation among the universities in Southern Germany, is 
blessed with an evangelical, faithful and able Theological Faculty. All 
of the Professors in that department are evangelical men, and a goodly 
number of excellent young men are training up under their instruction 
for the work of the ministry. 
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You have, doubtless, heard of Professor Strauss who was lately a 
Professor of Theology in the University of Tubingen, but was dismissed 
from his chair for writing and publishing a work, entitled, the Life of 
Jesus, in which he goes farther than any of his fellow Neologists in at- 
tacking the sacred scriptures. With the exception of a few facts rela- 
ting to Jesus Christ and his apostles he pronounces all else in the New 
Testament to be mere mythos or fable. This book is read with avidity 
hy many throughout Germany, notwithstanding not only its infidelity, 
but the utterly untenable ground which it takes, in asserting things 
which even the best informed Neologists have hitherto shrunk from 
avowing. Indeed, Neology is fast approaching to avowed infidelity, 
and will soon be no longer worthy of the name of Christianity in any 
sense. It will only be another form of paganism. 

I may remark here, that when that book of Strauss made its appear- 
ance, (which is but a short time since) the king of Prussia was so much 
struck with its impiety and injurious tendency, that he was greatly in 
favor of having its circulation prohibited in Prussia. With much diffi- 
culty he was dissuaded from this course by Bishop Neander, (Bishop 
of Berlin and that province, but no relation of Professor Neander, the 
Ecclesiastical Historian in the University of that city,) and others. 
They convinced him that this would only have a tendency to give the 
work greater notoriety and a wider circulation. A better course was 
pursued, which was to engage Professor Tholuck to write an answer. 
This he was doing when | had the pleasure of seeing him at Halle in 
the summer. I presume that his beok has, by this time, been published. 
I am daily expecting a copy of it. 

It isa most gratifying circumstance, that, with the revival of true re- 
ligion in the South of Germany, the missionary spirit is also awaking in 
the churches. You are aware that there is a very flourishing missionary 
institution in Basle, on the Rhine, in Switzerland, close on the borders 
of Baden, where there are 40 young men and more preparing to go 
forth to carry the gospel to the heathen. The greater part of these 
young men are from Wirtemberg, Bavaria and Baden. And the num- 
ber of applicants from those countries is now far greater than the ac- 
commodations and regulations of that Seminary will allow to be re- 
ceived. These are encouraging facts.. May the Lord carry on this 
blessed work until pure religion shall be fully established through al! 
the South and Middle of Germany as in former days. I am yours, &c. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
Abstract of Intelligence in the Missionary Herald for July, from the Boston Recorder. 


Sanpwicu Isuanps.—From the General letter of the Missionaries, 
dated June, 1836, are collected some important facts. 

151,929 copies of various works, or 11,606,429 pages, have been 
printed in the course of the year at an expense of but $5,336,48. 

Schools. ‘These suffer from the want of suitable teachers. A 
number of school houses have been recently erected by the people. No 
boarding schools have been in operation, for want of men. In the High 
School have been 123 scholars. 

Congregations, have rather been on the increase. At some of the 
stations, more or less evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit has 
appeared; protracted meetings have been held; and all of them ap- 
parently blessed. Two new churches have been formed. 212 have been 





Religious Intelligence. 137 


added to the churches. The whole number of church members now 
in good standing is 916. The aggregate attendance on public worship 
js, on an average at all the stations about 14,500, or one eighth of the 
population. bs 

Population. This is still decreasing ; if the census may be relied up- 
on. the decrease in four years is 21,234, owing to the prevalence of 
vice. Crimes of a daring nature are less and less common; but secret 
sins are still practised to a painful extent. On all the Islands except 
Oahu, ardent spirits are prohibited; but there, the king has three dis- 
tilleries, and the deluge of intemperance still rolls on. 

Siam.—No one can calculate the awful ravages produced among the 
Chinese by the use of opium; it is the principal barrier to their be- 
coming Christians; and, it is furnished them chiefly by Christians. 
Though a prohibited article, it is used by three-fourths of the Chinese 
residents at Bankok. 

Improvement. The king of Siam has ordered that all his vessels here- 
after be built after the European model. The next highest person- 
age in the kingdom, has requested a complete printing apparatus with 
roman type, to be sent out to him, and has commenced Romanising the 
Pali language. The people are generally mild and tractable. But in 
religion they are Atheists. 

Medical Aid. Dr. Bradley has administered to more than 3,800 pa- 
tients, and these have received daily religious instruction ; most of them 
for a considerable time, and have carried the news of what they have 
heard into all parts of the kingdom. ‘The Mission demands great en- 
largement. 

Mapras.—A revival is mentioned as in progress in the English and 
Scotch congregations. Some have found the Saviour precious to their 


souls, and others attend the enquiry meetings, under deep concern of 


mind. This will have a bearing on the success of the gospel among 
the natives. 

mn . . sn s 

The number of schools is twenty, with 500 or 600 boys and girls. 
The number might be enlarged very much, with adequate means. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight have taken up a station at DinpeGat, about 
40 miles from Madras, with pleasing prospects. This is a town of 5,701 
houses, a large portion of the people Roman Catholics and Mahome- 
dans; the rest, heathens. 


Syria.—Carmel. “Its excellency has departed.” “Its top is with- 
ered.” It is in fact a mountainous range ; its principal eminence being 
1500 or 2000 feet high; and here Elijah vindicated the worship of Je- 
hovah against the prophets of Baal. 

Cesarea. Nota solitary house remains amid the ruins of this city, 
once distinguished for its imperial magnificence. Here resided Corne- 
lius; here the first sermon was preached to the Gentiles; here Paul was 
arraigned before Felix, and plead his cause before Agrippa. 

Jaffa. Population 7000; one-third nominal Christians. Here lived 
and died Tabitha, or Dorcas, whom Peter raised to life; and here Peter 
received that special revelation which dissipated his Jewish prejudices; 
surrounded by a beautiful country not well cultivated, but producing 
comparatively abundant harvests. - 

Mount Lebanon. 'The Emeers, under the influence of the Patriarch 
(a Roman Catholic) have made a strong effort to drive Mr. Thompson 
irom his station. He appealed to the American Consul, who very 
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promptly secured to him protection, and the removal of the interdicts 
imposed on the people by their priestly rulers. A striking illustration 
of the character of Romanism is furnished by this transaction ; of which 
we cannot here give an abstract even. 

Smyrna.—Mr. Adger is preparing a revised edition of the Amenian 
New Testament, removing manifest interpolations, and adapting the 
style to the taste of the people. 

The assistants in the families of the missionaries have been ordered 
by some of the Greek confessors, not to hear the gospel from the mis- 
sionaries, and to burn the books they may give them. No new thing 
under the sun. 


ConstTaNtTinopLe.—“ Of the 100,000 inhabitants of Broosa at least 
80,000 are Mussulmans. The city is regarded as peculiarly sacred be- 
cause of the tombs of so many sainted sultans, and sainted men as it 
contains. Intemperance is rapidly increasing among the followers of 
Mohammed. “ American rum,” is retailed as cheaply at Broosa as at 
Boston, and as openly. 

The Koran. Mr. Holmes made many fruitless attempts to obtain a 
copy of the Koran; even at auctions he could not succeed ; nor by the 
instrumentality of any friend. It has never yet been translated into 
Turkish. It is regarded as too perfect and incomprehensible, to be 
spoiled by rendering it into the vulgar idiom. No improvement in 
education among the Mussulmans; and, a general diminution of reli- 
gious zeal. 


Art. VIII. Abolition Doctrines, and Doings. 


The Religious Monitor has hitherto said but little on the subject of 
Slavery ; but what little it has said has been sufficient to show that we 
are in favor of the abolition of a system which we conscientiouly be- 
lieve to be in direct opposition both to the law of nature and of reve- 
lation. It is not our intention to meddle much with this subject. We 
think that the discussion of it in its political aspect properly belongs to 
the secular papers with which our country abounds. Our business with 
the subject contemplates it chiefly as involving a question of sin or duty. 
At the same time we could not answer to that God “ who hath made of 
one blood all nations of men,’”’ were we to refuse the publication of any 
temperate and well written article respecting the amelioration both of 
the civil and religious condition of more than two millions of the Afri- 
can race, whose lot has been cast in the midst of us. Of such a char- 
acter we regard the papers of our esteemed correspondent, A. R. We 
do not, indeed, know, whether he has espoused the principle of North- 
ern Jlbolitionists or not; but this we know, that he writes like a man 
possessed of good common sense. 

In this connection it may be proper to confess our extreme mortifi- 
cation in lately receiving from three Seceders, yes three individuals pro- 
fessing to belong to the Secession church, which has always been pro- 
verbial for her attachment to the cause, both of civil and religious lib- 
erty, a notice to discontinue their Monitors, because of the abolition 
doctrines contained in them. Nor is this all, along with this notice 
we received a threat that unless we would smother our /iberty and our 
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conscience We should suffer a still further loss of patronage ! And what 
adds to our mortification is that this notice is from persons residing in 
one of the freest states in the union, while from nine of the slave- 
holding states into which the Monitor is sent, only two individuals have 
ordered a discontinuance on the ground of our abolitionism. Indeed 
our views in relation to our brethren residing in the South, are consid- 
derably changed of late ; we find they are not in general the stern advo- 
cates of slavery that we had supposed them to be ; their plea is that of 
necessity ; but while we may not be able to admit the validity of this 
plea in its full extent, we cordially yield to them our sympathy. One 
subscriber writes us—“ If we are wrong on the subject of Slavery it is 
your duty to set us right.” And from another of the slave-holding 
states a subscriber writes—“If the Monitor could have a wider circu- 
lation in this destitute corner of the land, I think evangelical religion 
would flourish more in families than it does. Weare cut off from the 
preaching of the word and administration of ordinances by the slave 
question: it appears as though we have to suffer for the sins of others ; 
but it may be for good at last. I cannot see my way clear, to leave 
the land of my fathers and their tombs to go to the far west. I add no 
more, but request a share in the prayers of the church, for direction 
and protection.”—Such letters breathe a christian and liberal spirit— 
they find no fault with our course—they contain no threat—and they 
have had the tendency to soothe our feelings towards those brethren 
in the Synod, who have differed with us on the subject of slavery. 

As our Synod has made slave-holding a term of communion, members 
of the Associate Church need not expect that we shall be altogether si- 
lent on that subject. Indeed we are too much of a republican to com- 
promise the liberty of speech, or of the press, on this, or any other sub- 
ject, merely for the sake of gaining or retaining patronage. As here- 
tofore, our readers may therefore expect to receive, occasionally, no- 
tices respecting the movements of abolitionists, and perhaps, also, some 
arguments in favor of negro freedom, as we would scarcely lay claim 
to the title of philanthropists, not to say christians, were we to remain 
neutral on a subject which involves both the temporal and eternal wel- 
fare of more than two millions of our fellow-creatures, nay of our own 
countrymen. 

Anew Synod, styled “The Franckean Synod of the Lutheran 
Church,” has lately been organized in this state, (N. Y.,) from the pro- 
ceedings of which we extract the following resolutions relative to sla- 
very. 

“ Brother John Uline introduced the following resolutions on the sub- 
ject of American Slavery, which were discussed and unanimously 
adopted : 

1. Resolved, That slavery as it exists in the United States the holding 
in bondage and buying and selling human beings, is a sin in the sight of 
God, opposed to the spirit of the gospel and a violation of the inaliena- 
ble rights of man. 

2. Resolved, That we do not deem it inexpedient for ecclesiastical 
bodies to interfere with the abolition of slavery ; but that it is the duty 
of all such bodies of every evangelical denomination, to bear their de- 
cided testimony against the SIN of slavery. 

3. Resolved, That we have abundant cause for deep humiliation be- 
fore God, that, as a denomination, we are so deeply involved in the Sin 
of Slavery, and that so many of our ministers practice the crime, and 
that so many others justify them in their iniquity. 
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4. Resolved, That we view the traffic in haman beings as carried op 


in this country, and between ministers of the gospel and members of 


churches, as revolting to humanity and as repugnant to the laws of 


Christ, as ever was the foreign slave trade.” 


A report having become current that the Orthodox in the late Gen- 
eral Assembly agreed so well together in relation to the excision of the 
New Light Synods in consequence of a bargain among themselves to 
bury in silence the subject of Slavery, the New York Observer has col- 
lected together the facts in the case, pro and con, as far as they have 
become developed, and has given them together With its own opinion 
to the public, as follows :— 

“SLAVERY AND THE GENERAL AssEMBLY.—We had no doubt, when 
the course of the General Assembly was manifested, and when the four 
synods were cut off, of the cause which was urging on that body to 
such extremes of violence. Our belief is confirmed by our correspond- 
ent. ‘The question is not between the new and the old school—is not 
in relation to doctrinal errors; but itis slavery and anti-slavery. It is 
not the standards which are to be protected, but the system of slavery. 
To this system the constitution of our church has fallen a sacrifice, and 
ominous indeed has been its fall.”—Cin. Jour. 

Several other papers and writers have asserted the same thing. Sev- 
eral anti-slavery papers have used it, as a means of promoting aboli- 
tionism among those who dislike the proceedings of the Assembly. On 
the other hand, the Western Presbyterian Herald says, in relation to 
the passage above quoted : 

“ Without pretending to any unusual penetration, we think we see the 
reason for this statement. ‘The new school has greatly declined, and 
is likely to become extinct, in the South and South West, and its last 
refuge is in the North and North West. Now, if the impression can 
be made upon the non-slaveholding regions of the church, that the 
orthodox are the champions of slavery, something may be gained for 
the new school. We protest against this method of procedure, as un- 
candid, and adapted to mislead, by exciting prejudice under a misrep- 
resentation of facts. The subject of slavery i is perfectly distinct from 
the doctrinal controversies in the church, and should be kept so. 

If we mistake not, there were in the convention decided abolitionists, 
and other strong opposers of the system of slavery. ‘The Journal itself 
informs us that certain old school delegates, from the neighborhood of 
Cincinnati, who were great abolitionists at home, had gone “with the ma- 
jority of the assembly—and that certain persons from slaveholding re- 
gions, as Mr. White from South Carolina, Dr. Cleland from Kentucky, 
and the delegation from East Tennessee, had not gone with the majori- 
ty. Is it meant that Mr. Steel, of Ohio, has become a defender ot 
slavery, and that Mr. White, of South Carolina, and Dr. Cleland, of 
Kentucky, with the brethren from East Tennessee, have joined the an- 

ti-slavery party? Neither of these things is meant, for neither is true. 
Our brother, then, certainly has erred in the opinion he has expressed.” 

The Pittsburgh Christian Herald, under the head of “ Mistakes Cor- 
rected,” has the following : 

“A writer inthe Journal and Luminary of Cincinnati, who signs him- 
self ‘A member of the Assembly,’ states, that ‘A southern member 
remarked, that the old school and the slaveholding members were sold 
to each other, and no one doubts the charge.’ 
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Here are two as gross mistakes as ever issued from pen or press. 
‘No one doubts the charge.’ On the contrary, no man of candor who 
is not exceedingly defective in information, believes a word of it. 
Whether some wag has been playing off a hoax on this sapient “ mem- 
ber of the Assembly,” or some worse principle has been at work, is not 
for us to determine ; but the assertion is a total and unqualified un- 
truth, which will find no response with honorable and candid men.— 
Were it not that we have no mind to retort the language of vitupera- 
tion, so abundantly employed by our opponents, no language would be 
too indignant for such a calumny.” 

These papers both sustain the course pursued by the Assembly. The 
editor of the Herald has been called “a conspicuous mover’ in its late 
“unparalleled proceedings.” We next quote from the Southern Reli- 
gious Telegraph. 
~ “The Cincinnati Journal.—It has been remarked to us that a corres- 
pondent of the Cincinnati Jovrnal, who was at Philadelphia during the 
sessions of the late Assembly, has asserted or intimated that there was 
an agreement between the southern delegates in that body and those 
called the old school of the northern churches; that they mutually 
agreed to help each other; the north was to aid the south in cutting off 
abolitionists—and the south was to render a like service to the north 
in cutting off those called new school men. In respect to all insinua- 
tions of this kind, we remark, that we consider them UTTERLY UNFOUN- 
pep. With most of the commissioners in the last Assembly from Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, we are personally acquainted ; and while we 
strongly protest against their acts and votes as legislators and judges in 
that judicatory—we consider it due to them as gentlemen and christians, 
to say, that they are incapable of “og rolling” of this kind. Their 
characters as christians are a sufficient guaranty to the public, that they 
are not the men, whatever influence abolition might have on their 
minds, to form a coalition of this sort to cut off abolitionists.” 

Here is a witness from the other side of the house. Mr. Converse, 
editor of the Telegraph, has always refused to engage in controversy 
with either party in the Presbyterian church; but since the late mee- 
ting of the Assembly, he has changed his course in that respect, and is 
now one of the most open, decided, and efficient opponents of its pro- 
ceedings. Yet he acquits them of bargaining for the expulsion of abo- 
litionists. 

For our own part, we have no personal knowledge on this question. 
We did suspect that there might be some truth in it; but a considera- 


tion of the whole testimony leads us to doubt. In the circumstances of 


the case, the suspicion might naturally arise, and might be strengthen- 
ed into conviction on very insufhcient grounds. 

P. S. Later from the "South.—Rev. Dr. Baxter, in an address to 
the Students of a Theological Seminary, since his return to Virginia, 
said : 

“ Another advantage of the course pursued, if it be sustained and car- 
ried out by the churches, is, that it will put an end to the abolition 
question and disturbance in the Presbyterian church. | always had the 
impression that the abolition spirit must be principally in the New 
School, and that the good old Presbyterians, with whom I had been ac- 
quainted, could not be carried away with that fanatical system. One 


motive with me for going into the Convention, was to feel the pulse of 


our northern friends on that subject, and on this point | was gratifie 
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beyond my most sanguine expectation. I found our northern friends 
reasonable and prudent on the subject of slavery, and we conversed 
about it in the style of former times, before the fanatacism of abolition 
had infected the public mind. In the Convention there were 124 mem. 
bers, upwards of one hundred were members also of the Asnembly, and 
among these, there were but two abolitionists. These were from the 
Presbytery of Chilicothe, and they professed to be very moderate, * * 

During the meeting of the General Assembly, frequent abolition 
meetings were held in Philadelphia. I was gratified to learn, that they 
could obtain no church for their purpose, excepting the Universalis, 
church. At these meetings, most of the leading members of the New 
School side delivered addresses, but | believe none of the orthodox at. 
tended. A clergyman of my acquaintance, in whose veracity | have 
the highest confidence, told me that he had lately travelled through 
most of the Synods declared to be out of the Assembly, and that he 
found them to be mere hot-beds of abolition; and that he seldom heard 
a family prayer, or a grace before meat, which did not contain some 
abolition petitions. From these facts, and from others which | could 
mention, I have no doubt that if the ac,s of the General Assembly 
should be properly sustained, and the separation begun should be car- 
ried out, the Presbyterian church, by getting clear of the New School, 
will at the same time get clear of abolition.” 

We called this “later from the South,” because we discovered it after 
that which preceded it was written. The preceeding remarks of the 
Editor of the Telegraph were published after he had read Dr. Baxter's 
address. In reference to Dr. Baxter’s remarks, he says : 

“We regret exceedingly that an argument has been framed on this 
subject to persuade the south to sustain the acts of the late Assembly. 
We regret it—for we consider it immoral to decide the question in de- 
bate on THE PRINCIPLES OF EXPEDIENCY. If it were a mere question 
of expediency, we would be silent. Such is not its nature. [tis a great 
question of rigHr and WRoNG—of CONSTITUTIONAL and LEGAL RiGaT. 

But are those called the New School, almost all abolitionists? If so, 
how happened it that in Philadelphia, where there is a whole Presbytery 
of them, that they could not geta church or lecture room for an ant- 
slavery meeting, without going to the Universalists?’ And how happens 
it that in many places in Western New York, the abolitionists are 
unable to obtain the use of a church in which to hold their meetings!” 

He quotes other evidence, that abolitionists are as numerous on 
Dr. Baxter’s side of the house, as on the other, and in some places more 
SO. 

Dr. Baxter says that at the Convention, he and his friends “ conversed 
about it [slavery] in the style of former times.” We suppose, from his 
language, that they maintained what he esteems correct views concern- 
ing it—such views as he has set forth in his pamphlet on the subject. 
In that pamphlet, he speaks of the merits of abolitionism, much as he 
does here. Slavery, he represents as a state of society, growing out 
of the gradual advancement of the human race in civilization; being 
an improvement on that state of society in which men kill aad eat their 
prisoners of war. It is, he maintains, the instrument of introducing 
agricultural pursuits, into communities sufficiently enlightened to see 
the benefits of those pursuits, but too lazy to perform the labor. He 
asserts that it can be abolished, “only in a certain high state of civili- 
zation, which is never attained except through the influence of Chris- 
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tianity.” This quotation is from memory, but, we think, in his very 
words. Of course, he expects that when there shall be in Virginia, 
pure Christianity enough to civilize the inhabitants sufficiently for that 
purpose, slavery will be abolished there. Perhaps he is not far from 
the truth. But to return:— 

We think it clear that, though there may have been no bargain made, 
yet considerations growing out of slavery did influence the votes of 
some members of the Assembly. For our part, on this point, we think 
much as does the Editor of the Telegraph. Every question should be 
decided on its own merits, and not the merits of some other question. 
It is not right to do otherwise. If, on controversies growing out of di- 
versities of opinion on original sin, imputed righteousness, regeneration 
and the means of grace, men are to be guided in their votes by what 
they believe concerning slavery or the anti-slavery society ; if men are 
to take sides in favor of gradual or immediate emancipation, according 
as they believe that Mr. Barnes ought to be deposed from the ministry 
or not; if acts are to be performed from motives which do not justify 
them, and then justified from considerations which did not induce the 
performance of them; then, in our opinion, we may bid farewell to 
sound theology, and to judicious measures. 

On this subject, all parties appear to us to have erred. Dr. Baxter 
and his friends, in calling upon the South to sustain the condemnation 
of the Education and Home Missionary Societies,—for it comes to that 
in the end,—out of opposition to abolitionism; the Cincinnati Journal, 
and others, in calling on all abolitionists to oppose the late doings of the 
Assembly out of hatred to slavery ; the Emancipator and other anti- 
slavery papers, in calling upon men to take up the doctrine of immedi- 
ate emancipation out of dislike to the abrogation of the Plan of Union; 
all seem to us to be inviting men to be governed by their prejudices, in- 
stead of evidence, and thus to be breaking down the moral principle of 
those with whom they prevail. 

We have no doubt that some, on all sides, have intended to act ho- 
nestly, while they have been doing this; but in their excitement, they 
have not considered the nature and bearings of their course. When 
they have had time to think, we trust they will think correctly, and act 
accordingly. 





Art. IX. General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church. 


This Judicatory met on the 7th of June, in the city of New-York, 
and its sessions, we understand, were characterized with harmony and 
brotherly love. The following extracts are made from its published 
proceedings :— 

“For preserving the church from the introduction of unsound doctrine. 

Resolved, That no minister from a body not in correspondence with 
us, shall be admitted into our church, unless he be a regular graduate 
of a college, or give evidence of such literary qualifications as would 
entitle him to a diploma, and shall have pursued a course of theological 
study for three years, or what in the opinion of the General Synod shall 
be considered an equivalent. 

Resolved, That every such minister be thoroughly examined in pre- 
sence of the Classis, and a Deputatus Synodii on Theology and church 
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government, and shall not be received, unless the views of such minister 
shall accord with the standards of the church. 

Resolved, That no foreign minister shall be received by any Classis 
unless he shall have undergone a probation of one year under the care 
of a Classis, and shall then present the same testimonials and undergo the 
same examination as an applicant from a church not in correspondence, 

Resolved, That if any minister not of our church shall preach in any 
vacancy Within the bounds of a Classis without permission from the 
standing committee to guard against the introduction of unsound doc- 
trine, (Chap. I. Art. I. Sec. 20,) it shall be considered a valid objection 
against the admission of such minister into the Classis. 

Resolved, That the complaint of the Rev. C. Bogardus against the Clas. 
sis of Schenectady for the reception of Rev. Seth Bonnell as a member of 
that body be referred to the Particular Synod of Albany for their revision, 

Resolved, That the board of missions of General Synod be instructed 
not to make any appropriations in behalf of any persons laboring in any 
vacancy within our bounds, unless he shall have been regularly licensed 
to preach the gospel and only then, when the established rules of the 
board shall have been complied with. 

Correspondence— Resolved, That a committee be appointed by this 
Synod, to open a correspondence with the Synod of the Reformed Pres. 
byterian Church. 

Rev. Drs. Brownlee and Knox, and Elder Abm. Van Nest were ap- 
pointed on that committee. 

The Rev. Dr. Alexander Proudfit, Dr. John McJimsey, and Dr. Jo- 
seph McCarrol, from the Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, ap- 
peared in Synod, and produced testimonials of their appointment as a 
committee, to meet a similar committee on the part of this Synod, on 
the subject of a correspondence with said church; Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the committee on correspondence confer with the 
above committee from the Associate Reformed Synod. 

The committee, after a conference, reported the following, which was 
adopted : 

The committce on correspondence report, that they have had a con- 
ference with the commissioners from the Associate Reformed Church, 
and as the result of such conference the joint committee agree to re- 
commend to their respective bodies, the adoption of the following plan 
of correspondence between the two churches ; 

1. The Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, and the General 
Svuod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, shall each appoint a 
minister, with an alternate, to sit in the highest judicatory respectively, 
with the privilege of deliberating on all subjects coming before them, 
but not of voting. 

2. There shall be fraternal intercourse between the ministers of each 
body, and private members shall be received by each church from the 
other, on proper credentials, and subject to the rules which govern each, 
in the admission of members. 

Committee of General Synod—Isaac Ferris, E. H. May, A. M. Mann. 
S. Allen. 

Committee of Associate Reformed Church—Alexander Proudfit, John 
McJimsey, Joseph McCarroll. 

Resolved, That in case the Synod of the Associate Reformed Church 
should agree to the above plan of correspondence, the Rev. Dr. Knox 
be appointed a delegate to said Synod, and the Rev. A. N. Kittle to be 
his secundus.” 
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(G-We would again call the attention of those ‘individuals. who paid moneys to 
onr collector at the late meeting of Synod, to the notice published on the cover of | 
the last (July) number of the Monitor. A little reflection is sufficient to show the ~ 
importance of attending to the request containéd in that notice. Why that request 
has not been more generally regarded by the persons concerned, we ate unable to 
conjecture. We hope our friends and patrons will procure anid forward to usassoon © 

“as possible, the names of new subscribers for the XIV- Vol. We have a large sur / 


plus of copies still on hand. 


Receipts during the Month of July dy mail. _ 
Rev. Dy Stalker, ......5....+-;+ $2.00 | Rey. S. Wilson, .....5 ..5cc00. 65.00 | 
© =M. Snodgrass,.....+..-+-++ 2500} Mr. Daniel Campbell,......:... 6.00 = 
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AGENTS. 


In addition to the ministers and itinerating preachers of the As- ~ 
-ociate Charch, who are authorized to receive subscrip' eee : 
.. “money, and give receipts, the following | persons ‘are a . 
act a8 agents:  ~ . er 
(re Semen Washington County, Tho's Commings, Potneim, Wash’a Ca. N.Y. 7 
ee b Seaha Washiogton Co. N. ¥ 








